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The Book of Genesis 
 

The Old Testament in the Context of the Bible 
 

1. HOLY SCRIPTURE IN THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
 
 
1. Analogy with the Word made flesh 
 
1. According to the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation from Vatican II, what do Jesus and the Bible 
have in common; how are they similar?  Just as God condescended to take up our human nature to become one 
of us so that He could communicate with us on our terms (since we could not understand Him on His terms), so 
God speaks to us in human language through the words of Sacred Scripture. 
 
2.  What, or more properly speaking, who is the lens through which we properly understand both the Old and 
the New Testament?  Jesus Christ.  The Old Testament tells of the preparation for the coming of Jesus and the 
New Testament tells the Good News. 
 
 
3.  The text on p. 11 tells us that Christianity is not a “religion of the book.”  This is what Muhammed called 
Judaism and Christianity.  He saw them having an advantage of having an authoritative written standard they 
could return to in order to keep their way.  Yet our text tells us that Christianity is not a “religion of the book.”  
If Christianity is not based on the Bible, upon what/whom is it based?  (See John 1:1)  Our faith is based upon 
the “Word” of God; not the words on a page, but the Person of Jesus Himself—the Incarnate Word of God.   
 
 
4. What does the Bible share with the very nature of the Person of Jesus?  Both are fully human and fully 
Divine. 
 
 
 
5.  What two things do we need to employ to authentically interpret the Scriptures? 
 
 ①We need to understand the cultural forces under which they were written as well as the style of  

      writing we are dealing with (letter, history, poetry, prophecy, etc.). 
 

②We need the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 
2. God speaking to His Church 
 
6. “Docility,” especially docility to the Church, is a term that would make many people uncomfortable.  In our 
culture driven by social media, Hollywierd, and the universities, how would “docility to the Church” be 
interpreted?  Such parties would say that the Church demands blind allegiance.   
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Simply put, if we are asked to be docile to the teachings of the Church, what precisely is being asked of 
us?  Docility simply means being open to being taught. 

 
Interestingly enough, how does the alliance that consists of the gay movement, the climate change 
crowd, the abortion supporters, the teachers’ unions, etc. expect people to react to their beliefs and 
demands?  They demand docility.  They are able and ready to bring about dire consequences to any who 
dare disagree with them. 

 
7. What does it mean “to be faithful to the Church?”  It means to resolutely find our place in the mainstream of 
the great Tradition that, under the guidance of the Magisterium, and assured by the Holy Spirit’s assistance, has 
recognized the canonical writings of the word addressed by God to his people and has never ceased meditating 
on them and discovering their inexhaustible riches. 
 
8. What two things constitute the Deposit of Faith? 
 

①    Sacred Scripture   ②  Sacred Tradition 
 
9. When it comes to applying the Scriptures to the to the cultural and historical circumstances in which the 
faithful find ourselves, who has the God-given charge to authentically interpret the Sacred Writings?  (For 
example, who can decide that the biblical approval of slavery cannot be used to justify slavery in our times, 
while at the same time appealing to Scripture to condemn homosexual behavior?)  The Magisterium of the 
Church has the final word on Scriptural interpretation.  The Magisterium consists of the Pope and the Bishops 
in union with him.   
 
 
10.  What are the two areas of life in the Church where Holy Scripture is most directly interpreted and presented 
to us? 
 

①    The Liturgy    ②  Lecio Divina 
 
 
11.  We acknowledge Jesus a present in the Eucharist.  How is He also present in the proclamation of the 
Scriptures (especially the Gospels) at Mass?  It is actually Christ speaking to us.   
 
 
12.  When a Christian reads the Scriptures, how is it that it cannot be said that (s)he reads them alone?  The 
reader always reads and interprets the Scriptures in the context of the Church’s faith. 
 
 

2. THE OLD TESTAMENT AND ITS INTERPRETATION 
 
13.  Under what three headings are the books of the Old Testament organized in Catholic editions of the Bible? 
 
 

①    Historical Books   ② Didactical, poetic, or wisdom books 
 

③    Prophetic Books    
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14. The books of the Old Testament contain a lot behaviors that we find abhorrent today such as slavery, killing 
people in the name of God, and many other disordered human behaviors.  Some people take this as cause to 
simply reject the Old Testament as being out-dated and irrelevant to our times. 
 

How does the Church respond to this?  Even though they reflect the times and circumstances in which 
they were written, they nonetheless bear witness to God’s saving love.  They contain the distilled 
wisdom of the ages and a treasury of prayers. 
 
 
 
What advantage does the Catholic have in answering these difficult questions/accusations (refer back to 
#9 above)?  The Magisterium of the Church authentically interprets the Scriptures so that the meaning 
that the Holy Spirit has for them is always preserved and passed on intact. 

 
2. Interpreting the Old Testament 
 
15.  In the simplest terms, how does the Catholic Church interpret the Old Testament?  The Church reads the 
Old Testament in light of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.   
 
 
16.  Some say that as Christians we should simply jettison the Hebrew Scriptures and adhere only to the New 
Testament.  How does our answer in #15 preserve the integrity of the Old Testament?  Interpreting the Old 
Testament in the light of the Paschal Mystery does not change the meaning of the texts but allows us to go 
deeper and to reach the fullest meaning so the Old Testament continues to be valid. 
 
 
We have already referred to Dei Verbum (The Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation) from the Second 
Vatican Council.  It can be found in many Catholic Bibles.  It is not that long of a document and is a fairly easy 
read. No one should attempt studying the Scriptures without first reading this important guide to understanding 
the Bible.  The rest of this section of the text contains some teachings from Dei Verbum regarding the proper 
understanding of the Scriptures. 
 
 
17.  What are the two basic principles to be borne in mind to properly understand the Old Testament? 
 
(a)  All biblical texts must be read in the context of Scripture as a whole 
 

To a casual reader, the Old Testament can look like a random collection of writings instead of a single, 
coherent work.  How does the Church answer this?  All of the texts, under God’s inspiration, and come 
into being from within the community of believers. So there is a great degree of cohesion in them and 
for this reason each book must be read and interpreted within the context of the rest. 

 
 

How does the New Testament help to show the cohesion of the Old Testament books?  There are many 
places in the New Testament where Old Testament texts are cited and explained.  The New Testament 
writers recognized that the Old Testament was divinely inspired.  

 
What saying, attributed to St. Augustine, summarizes the relationship between the Old and New 
Testaments?  The New is hidden in the Old and the Old is made manifest in the New. 
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(b) The Bible should be interpreted in the context of the Tradition of the Church. 
 

In the briefest of terms, how did we get the Bible?  Who determined which books would be considered 
the inspired Word of God and which would not?  The Bible comes to us through the Church.  It was the 
Bishops of the Church, in a long arduous process, that compiled the Scriptures into what we call the 
Bible. 
 
 
Our text tells us that there is a close connection between Tradition, Scripture, and the Magisterium.  
What function does each fulfill? 
 

Tradition:  Tradition determined which books are divinely inspired and canonized them. 
 
 

Scripture: Scripture is shaped by a series of actions taken by the Church which, by virtue of its 
constitution, is a community of Tradition. 

 
Magisterium: Over the centuries, the Fathers of the Church have amassed a large body of 
teaching and interpretation of the Bible from which all the Church benefits. 

 
With all of this in mind, how should the faithful Catholic approach the reading and interpreting of 
Sacred Scripture?  We should see it as an encounter with the Word of God in the living Tradition of the 
Church that has been shaped by a multitude of people whose lives are rooted in the Church and have 
made their learning available to us. 
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Introduction to the Pentateuch 
 
1. The word “Pentateuch” comes from a Greek word meaning:  “A book composed of five rolls.” 
 
2.  The Jewish people refer to the Pentateuch as: ha-Torah or “The Law.” 
 
3. What books of the Bible make up the Pentateuch? 
 

①  Genesis   ③  Leviticus 
 

②  Exodus   ④  Numbers 
 

⑤  Deuteronomy 
 
 

1. STRUCTURE AND CONTENT 
 
4.  In general, what is covered in the books of the Pentateuch? 
 

Genesis:  The creation of the world, mankind, and the formation of the People of Israel. 
 
Exodus:  The Israelites’ escape from Egypt. 
 
Leviticus:  Levitical laws for worship and holiness.   
 
Numbers:  Census of the people who came out of Egypt and the 40 year sojourn in the desert. 
 
Deuteronomy: The Second Law given my Moses before the people entered the Promised Land. 

 
5.  The Pentateuch is a continuous narrative that runs from                  Adam                        to 
 
  Moses          .  It begins with                the creation of the world               and ends with  
 
 the end of the Israelites’ sojourn in the desert . 
 
6.  As we noted earlier, the Jewish People refer to the Pentateuch as “the Law.”  From where do these laws 
originate or derive?  They come from the events described in the books. 
 
7.  What is the result of the proliferation of sin and evil throughout creation after the sin of Adam and Eve? The 
Great flood. 
 
 
8. The Genesis narrative follows Noah’s son             Shem              whose descendants continue down to 
 
 Abraham          . 
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9. Abraham has two sons    Isaac          and   Ishmael     . The latter, for the 
most part, is ignored for the rest of the Bible. 
 
10. Isaac then has two sons (fraternal twins) named  Jacob  and      Easau         . 
 
 
11.  Jacob becomes the father of twelve sons who become the chiefs of              the 12 Tribes of Israel             . 
 
Of these sons, most of the attention in the latter half of the Book of Genesis is focused on                      
 
            Joseph                    and                Judah       .  
 
12.  Once we get to the Book of Exodus, who is the main protagonist or character in the story?  The People of 
Israel. 
 
 

2. COMPOSITION 
 
13. Traditionally among the Jewish People and the earliest Christians, who has been credited with writing the 
Pentateuch?  Moses 
 
 
14.  Moses was born about 1390 BC and would have died around 1280 BC.  Our text tells us that the Pentateuch 
in its current form comes from what period of history?  They think that it came after the Jews returned from the 
Babylonian Captivity in the 6th-5th Centuries BC. 
 
 
15. What do scholars tell us about how the Pentateuch came to be as we have it now?  It has been redacted and 
edited a number of times throughout history to reflect the relationship of the Jews with God. 
 
 
16.  So how does Moses figure in to the Pentateuch as we have it now?  The current version of the Pentateuch is 
no doubt based on stories and traditions that go back to Moses and the Patriarchs. 
 
 
17.  The Bible is without a doubt the most translated, studied, dissected, and commented upon book in all of 
human history.  As scholars have combed through the Sacred Texts, they have theorized about who did the 
redactions.   
 

The people from the Northern Kingdom of Israel who fled the Assyrian conquest of their land to the 

southern kingdom of Judah brought with them their own interpretations of the Hebrew tradition.  Their 

contribution to the Hebrew Scriptures is called the                 Elohist                 because they use the 

name                    Elohim               to refer to God. 

 
By the 7th Century BC only the southern kingdom of Judah remained.  Under the reforms of good kings   

                            Hezekiah                                     and                                 Josiah                                  , 
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the book of               Deuteronomy                  played a central role in writing down the history of Israel 

from the conquest of the Promised Land until the destruction of Jerusalem (in the books of     Joshua      ,          

          Judges  ,           1&2 Samuel  , 1&2 Kings                       ) and is 

referred to as the                   Deuteronomistic account               . 

   
A later editor who tried to weave the whole ancient tradition of the history of salvation into a 

harmonious whole is called the                     Yahwist or Jawist                            because of the use of the 

proper name              Yahweh                      for God.. 

 

 The details about efforts to keep the Israelites’ faith alive during the Babylonian Exile as well as in 

elaborate collections of laws about worship, priestly purity, and the purity of the people belong to what 

scholars refer to as the                   Priestly                      tradition.    

 

3. THE FIVE BOOKS FORM A UNITY 
 

18.  The Y(J)awhist, Elohist, Deuternonomist, and Priestly editors of the Old Testament is the result of 
academic studies done on the Old Testament over the centuries.  Regardless of any scholarly conjecture, why do 
we take the Pentateuch seriously to this day?  However it came to us in its current form, it was done under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
19.  What is the primary question that the Book of Genesis answers?  When and how did the People of Israel 
come into existence? 
 
 
20.  In the Hebrew Bible, the names of the books of the Pentateuch are taken from the first few words of that 
book.  The Hebrew term bereshit  (בראשת) means:  In the beginning…. 
Jos 
 
21.  How does the Book of Genesis end?  It ends with the Israelites having moved from Canaan to Egypt at 
Pharaoh’s invitation because of all the good that Joseph had accomplished. 
 
 
22.  The name of the Book of Exodus implies it is about the people leaving or exiting Egypt, which is true.  But 
the Hebrew name for the book wa eleh shmot ( שמןתואלה  ) which means?  These are the names.  The Book of 
Exodus begins with a list of the names of the people who immigrated to Egypt from Canaan. 
 
23.  As long as the Israelites were slaves in Egypt, Egyptian culture and law provided the structures necessary 
for them to live in an ordered society. Once they left Egypt, they still needed to have these structures.  What 
book of the Pentateuch provided this?  The Book of Leviticus. 
 
 



8 
 

24.  What part of Israelite history does the Book of Numbers present to us?  It tells about the Israelites’ 40 year 
sojourn in the desert. 
 
 
25.  In Hebrew, the Book of Numbers is called ba-midbar  (במדבר) which means? In the desert. 
 
26.  Looking ahead, the first Book outside the Pentateuch is the Book of Joshua.  What does the name Joshua 
mean in Hebrew?  It means Yahweh saves. 
 

Joshua is a popular name for boys/men.  But by what other rendering do we commonly know it?  Jesus 
 
27.  The last Book of the Pentateuch is the Book of             Deuteronomy                      .  The English root for 

this name comes from “Second Law.”  Again, in the Hebrew Bible, the name would come from the first few 

words of the Book, which is eleh ha-dibarim ( ביםהד  …which means? These are the words (אלה 

 
28. What is the theme of the Book of Deuteronomy?  It is Moses’ farewell speech to the Israelites warning them 
to remain faithful to the Sinai Covenant; that God chose them for His people out of love and that they should 
respond in kind to that love. 
 
 

4. MESSAGE 
 
29. What does the Pentateuch tell us about: 
 

God’s actions?  It shows God at work in human history and his creation of the people of Israel. 
 
  

Israel’s response?  It spells out the kind of response that Israel must make in their religious duties to   
                                God. 

 
30.  Today it is common to hear people try to discredit religion by saying things such as, “There are thousands 
of religions in the world each claiming to have the truth and that their G(g)od is the one true God.  Why should I 
believe one over the other?” 
 

What gives the Jewish faith more credibility than Islam, Hinduism, or Buddhism, for example?  By 
means of significant historical events (e.g. crossing the Red Sea), and by the words of people like 
Moses, people began to understand the God of Heaven as being the One True God.  

 
 

This is not in the text, but how do we answer the same question about Christianity/Catholicism?  Why 
pay any more attention to Jesus than we would to Buddha, Mohammed, Ghandi, Confucius, etc.?  Why 
not just celebrate diversity?  After all, aren’t we all climbing the same mountain, but just taking different 
paths to the top?  Jesus said that He was God.  He said that He would be murdered, but then rise again.  
The Resurrection proves His claims about being God. 

 
31.  What is the particular teaching of the Pentateuch as to how God acts in human history?  He first singles out 
Abraham and then expands His election to the whole People of Israel through Moses. 



9 
 

32. People in our time make a big name for themselves by rejecting laws and rules, particularly religious laws 
and rules.  But what do Jews demonstrate by accepting the Law of Moses and what do Catholic demonstrate by 
adhering to what is revealed to us in Scripture and the Tradition of the Church?  In both cases, we gratefully 
accepting God’s will.  By obedience to God we are showing that we really and truly want to obtain the 
promised gift.  The law is not the law in the sense of regulation, but the law is “God’s saving intervention.” 
 
 

5. THE PENTATEUCH IN THE LIGHT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 
 
33.  The Pentateuch is the first stage in Salvation History.  Understood in the light of the New Testament we see 
the promises of the Old Testament fulfilled beyond anyone’s wildest dreams through what two great acts on 
God’s part? 
 

①God becomes man in order to save man. 
 
 
②God reveals Himself to be Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
34.  How is God’s plan that all nations would be blessed through Israel fulfilled?  The fact that the Savior comes 
from the People of Israel is the ultimate blessing to all peoples. 
 
 
35.  In Galatians 3:23-26 St. Paul writes: 
 
Before faith came, we were held in custody under law, confined for the faith that was to be revealed.  
Consequently, the law was our disciplinarian for Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith 
has come, we are no longer under a disciplinarian. For through faith you are all children of God in Christ 
Jesus.  
 
The word “disciplinarian” is also variously translated as “pedagogue” or “guardian.”  What does St. Paul mean 
when he says that the Law of Moses is our pedagogue? He means that we needed the Law of Moses to begin 
our relationship with God.  After Jesus came, humanity has the chance to graduate from a relationship based on 
law to a relationship based on love. 
 
 

6. INTERPRETATION 
 
36.  What two dimensions of teaching does the Pentateuch offer? 
 

①It give us an historical account of the People of Israel 
 
 
②It offers a code for human behavior. 

 
37.  Instead of checking to see whether events took place in a certain way, what is the most important thing to 
look for in the Pentateuch?  We should be looking for the teaching that the particular Book is trying to get 
across. 
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38.  What category of meaning is referred to when Dei verbum speaks of “the meaning which the sacred writers 
really had in mind, that meaning which God had thought well to manifest through the medium of their 
words…”?  It is speaking of the “historical” or “literal” meaning. 
 
 
39.  What category of meaning is referred to when we look to the meaning of the Scriptures where we find 
universal truths in specific events; the meaning that the Holy Spirit is presenting to us?  This would be the 
“spiritual” or “theological” interpretation. 
 
 
40.  For example, the fact that the Israelites were deported to Babylon in the 6th Century BC would be an 

example of the              historical/literal                    meaning.  Applying this event to our lives understanding 

that when we disobey God we find ourselves slaves to sin would be an example of the    

             spiritual/theological                       interpretation. 

 

41. To what great reality does the Pentateuch and the rest of the Old Testament point?  It points to Christ and 
His Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 
 

Introduction to the Book of Genesis 
 

1.  In their attempt to discredit the Bible, opponents of faith take cheap shots at the Scriptures saying things like, 
“Science proves that the universe is billions of years old and took billions of years to come to its current form.  
How can anyone believe that it was created in six days?  The Bible is a fairy tale.”   What is the proper response 
to this?  The Bible is not trying to satisfy 21st Century scientific inquiry.  It is an explanation of the relationship 
between the Creator and His creation. 

 

1. STRUCTURE AND CONTENT 
 
1. Read through this section and then list some names and events under the following schema for the Book of 
Genesis: 
 
 Chapters 1-11 (Pre History) 
 
  Significant People   Significant Events 
 
  Adam and Eve    The Creation of the World 
 
  Cain and Abel    Original sin and its fallout 
 
  Noah     The Great Flood 
 
  Lamech    The Tower of Babel 
 
 
 Chapters 12-36 (The Great Patriarchs) 
 
  Abraham    The Call of Abraham 
 
  Isaac & Ishmael   The birth of Isaac 
 
  Jacob & Esau    The Great Flood 
 
  Melchizedek    The Tower of Babel 
 
 Chapters 37-50 (Joseph and his brothers in Egypt) 
 

Joseph     Joseph’s dreams 
 
  Potiphar    Joseph sold as a slave into Egypt 
 
  Pharaoh    Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dream 
 
  Ephraim and Manassa   Joseph brings his family to Goshen 
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2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
2.  What does the first part (Pre-History, Chs. 1-11) of Genesis address and how does it do so?  It addressed 
primarily religious truths using symbolic language common to that particular time.     
 
 
3.  What does the second part (The Great Patriarchs, Chs. 12-36 & Joseph in Egypt, Chs. 37-50) address and 
how does it do so?  It addresses more concrete historical and geographical details. 
 
 
4. Roughly what years are covered in the second part of Genesis?  It runs from the 18th century BC when 
Jacob’s sons went down to Egypt at Pharaoh’s invitation, until the 13th century BC which is the time of the 
Exodus. 
 

3. COMPOSITION 
 
5.  In most peoples’ minds and in common conversation, the word “myth” means something that is untrue or at 
least very doubtful.  In fact, what is a myth?  Myths are what allow us to explain what is beyond the scope of 
ordinary language. 
 
6. So if we say that Genesis has “mythic qualities” or uses “mythical images” what are we saying?  That it is a 
fairy tale?  Not at all.  Genesis is trying to teach religious and spiritual truths about the nature of God and Man.  
This is much easier to do with a poem, parable, or story than with a narrative description. 
 
7.  In the genealogies of Genesis (e.g., Genesis 5), there are lists of people whose lives are hundreds of years 
long.   
 

How would the modern “scientific scoffer” respond to this?  He would say that this only proves that the 
Bible is an unreliable source for truth. 
 
In fact, what is Genesis trying to accomplish?  It simply wants to show how the human race was 
populating the entire known world and to fill in the period of time between the creation of the world and 
the appearance of Abraham in human history. 

 
8.  What is the major turn in human history ushered in by Abraham?  God calls and Man obeys. 
 
 
9.  What is the challenge in trying to situate the historical context of the events of the second half of Genesis?  
There are no other historical sources to which to compare them.   
 
10.  What two possible criteria does Genesis use to gauge the sacredness of a given place? 
 

①The place is associated with one of the Patriarchs. 
 
 
②It is named for a specific manifestation of God. 
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11. Within the context of the Pentateuch, what is the purpose of the Book of Genesis?  It orients us towards the 
events that will happen in the Book of Exodus. 
 
 
12.  The land of Canaan, where the Patriarchs live out their histories will later become the Promised Land where 
the Israelites settle after the Exodus.  What person and story from Genesis bridges these 400+ years of history?  
The story of Joesph. 
 
 

4. MESSAGE 
 
13.  What is the central idea or theme of Genesis and the rest of the Pentateuch?  God isolating the Israelites as 
His Chosen People. 
 
 
14.  How does your answer to #13 begin?  It begins with the call of Abraham, strengthened by Abraham’s 
obedience.   
 
 
15.  What are some other basic truths found in Genesis? 
 
 ①  The creation of Man and the World by God. 

 
② The oneness of the human race. 
 
③ The origin of evil in the sin of Adam and Eve and sin’s presence in history. 
 
④  Hope for salvation. 
 

16.  In the Creation Story, the narration that we have in English reads that “the world was without shape or 
form.”  Other translations say, “the world was a formless void.”  Hebrew is much more descriptive and even 
playful using an onomatopoeia describing the world as tohu va bohu (  which could be describes as ( ו  ובהוטה 
“topsy turvy” or chaos.  What brings order to the tohu va bohu?  The Word of God.    
 
 
17. What are the other manifestations of tohu va bohu from which the Word of God delivers us beginning with 
Abraham and with him the People of Israel?  We are freed from the chaos that comes with idolatry and the 
confusion of Bable (i.e. thinking we can solve all of our own problems with our own genius).  
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5. GENESIS IN THE LIGHT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 
18.  List some of the Old Testament stories and prophecies that can be understood in their fullness only in the 
light of the New Testament: 
 
 

①  The indissolubility of marriage. 
 
② The promise God made to Abraham in the final analysis is Christ Himself. 
 
③ Jesus is the true offspring of Abraham and those who believe in Christ are true sons of Abraham. 
 
④  Abraham becomes a blessing for all the world since Jesus comes from his lineage 

  
⑤  We now understand the creation in the beginning as the work of the Holy Trinity. 

 
⑥  Jesus, the perfect image of God is foreshadowed and present in the creation of the world and of  
       man. 
⑦  We come to understand how every human being is involved in the sin of Adam. 

 
⑧ Sin affects all creation. 

 
⑨  Redemption by Christ reveals the fullness of the promise of salvation that God gave to Adam  
       and Eve (Gen. 3:15).  
⑩  Complete happiness means being with God; earthly joy is just a foreshadowing of heavenly  
        bliss. 
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The Book of Genesis 
 
 

PART ONE 
 

The Creation and the First Age of Mankind 
 

1. THE ORIGIN OF HEAVEN AND EARTH 
 
Chapter 1 
 
1:1-2:4a 
 
1.  What is the spiritual meaning of the Creation Story?  It is the beginning of Salvation History. 
 
 
2.  There are actually two creation stories in the first three chapters of Genesis. 
 

What does the first story emphasize and to which ancient editor is it ascribed?  It emphasizes the 
transcendence of God over all creation.  It is attributed to the Priestly editor. 

  
 
What characterizes the second creation story and to which ancient editor is it ascribed?  It includes the 
story of the Fall of Man and speaks of God in an anthropomorphic way.  It is considered to be part of the 
Yahwistic tradition. 

 
3.  Much noise is needlessly and uselessly made trying to reconcile the Creation Story with modern science.  
What is the purpose of the Creation Story?  It is written to help us understand and see the greatness and love of 
God as manifested in His creation. 
 
 
 
 
4.  What does the Creation Story tell us about: 
 

God?  He is the only God and creator of all things and of man in particular.  He transcends the created 
world and is its supreme Master. 
 
Man?  We are made in the image and likeness of God, above all other created things and placed in the 
world to rule creation. 
 
the world or creation itself?  It is something good and is at the service of man. 
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1:1 
 
5. What three things does the Catechism tell us is affirmed in the first verse of Genesis? 
 

①  God gave a beginning to all that exists outside of Himself. 
 
② He alone is the Creator. 
 
③ The totality of all that exists depends on the One Who gives it being. 
 

6. “In the beginning marks the start of                 time                    and the              course of history              . 
 
7.  We often see the words create/creation/creator wrongly applied to people.  Someone may say that a certain 
artist creates beautiful paintings or sculptures.  In the final credits of television shows and movies in addition to 
the writer and director, it will say “created by…”  Properly speaking, what does it mean “to create” something 
and why is it impossible for people to do so?  Only God can create because creating means bringing something 
forth from nothing. 
 
 

Again, properly speaking, what can we do?  If we bake a cake, build a house, or write a song, why is 
this not an act of creation?  It is because we only change or develop pre-existing matter.   

 
 
8. How does God differ from the gods of the Near Eastern religions?  Their gods are formed from pre-existing 
matter.  The God of heaven exists outside of time and so has no beginning or end. 
 
 
9.  Why, according to the Catechism did God create the universe in the first place?  He did so out of love and 
wisdom.  The creation did not come about by random chance.  God created it so that He could share His being, 
wisdom, and goodness with His creatures. 
 
10.  The term the “heavens and the earth;” Hebrew: ha-shamaim wa ha-aretz ( הארץן חשמים  ) is used throughout 
the Bible.  What two meanings does it have?    
 

① It can mean the entire created order; the whole universe. 
 
② It can mean the abode of where God dwells in His glory with all other created spiritual beings. 

 
1:2 
 
11. The English lexicon has around 900,000 words.  The Hebrew lexicon of the Old Testament only has about 
6,000 or so.  This means that there is a lot of ambiguity in the Old Testament as one word must necessarily have 
many meanings which must be gleaned out of the context in which that word is being used.  What are some of 
the translations we have for the Hebrew word ruah ( רוּח): 
 

①                  Air   ②         Breath   ③               Wind 
 
④                Spirit   ⑤          Breeze  ⑥                 Life 
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This is also a tremendous opportunity for prayer and reflection.  Substitute each word that you came up with 
and think and meditate on how each of these words flavors the rest of the verse: 
 

“…and the ______________ of God was moving over the face of the waters.” 
 
12.  With whom do many of the Church Fathers associate the ruah ( רוּח)?  It is associated with the Holy Spirit 
co-creating the universe the God the Father and God the Son.   
 
1:3-5 
 
13.  What two things do the six days of creation teach us? 
 

① To show the orderliness with which God when about His work. 
 
② To show a rhythm of work and rest. 
 

14.  Jews observe the Sabbath on               Saturday                 because: it is the day when God rested from His 
work of creation.                 
 
Christians moved the Sabbath to              Sunday              because:  it is the day that Jesus rose from the dead. 
 
15.  Why is it that God creates light, but not darkness?  Darkness cannot exist on its own.  It is the absence of 
light.  Darkness is defined in terms of light. 
 
 
16. What does it mean that God assigns names to what He creates?  It indicates His absolute power and mastery 
over them. 
 
 
17.  One of the truths that the Creation Story conveys to us is that creation is good.  How so?  Since God creates 
it, it must necessarily be good because it bears His seal and shares in His divine goodness. 
 
1:6-8 
 
18.  The ancient Hebrew idea that there was water above the sky that poured down when floodgates were 
opened is obviously no longer believed. But what timeless truth proceeds from this ancient biblical image?  God 
imposed an order on the natural world, and it is God who is responsible for the phenomena of rain.  Also the 
firmament is not thought of as a kind of god, since it is a part of creation. 
 
 
1:11 
 
19.  The creation story is a form of ancient Hebrew poetic narrative that uses poetry to convey the profound 
truths about creation that we have referred to previously.  Again, detractors of people of faith will point to the 
creation story and say things like, “How can God create light on the first day, but then not create the sun, moon, 
and stars until the fourth day?”  Look on the next page as we arrange the order of God’s creation. 
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On the first day, God creates the realm of   On the fourth day God populates this realm with 
 
       Light & Darkness               Sun, Moon, Stars & Time 
 
 
On the second day, God creates the realm of   On the fifth day, God populates this realm with 
 
  Sea & Sky       Fish and birds 
 
 
On the third day, God creates the realm of   On the sixth day, God populates this realm with 
 
  Dry land      Plants, animals, and people 
 
20.  As we can see, far from being a confused, pre-scientific jumble, there is a deliberate, thoughtful, and 
purposeful method to what the ancient writer is trying to teach us about creation.  In the end, what does the 
Creation Story invite/demand of its reader?  When we see how perfectly everything is arranged, we have no 
choice but to contemplate the Creator. 
 
1:14-17 
 
21.  How does the Genesis story present the celestial bodies as opposed to how they were regarded by ancient 
pagan religions?  They are shown to be simply created things.  They do not merit any worship but only serve to 
point to the greatness of their Creator who made them for the benefit of Man. 
 
 
22. What other teaching do we derive from the fact that God made all of these things and that they are not gods 
unto themselves?  It means that horoscopes, astrology, clairvoyance, etc., are to be rejected as acts of idolatry. 
 
 
1:26 
 
23.  What three explanations does our text give us for God saying, “Let us create man in our image after our 
likeness…?” (Emphasis added) 
 
 

①  God is deliberating with the angels. 
 
② It indicates the greatness and power of God. 
 
③ The Christian tradition says it refers to the Trinity. 
 

 
24. What does it mean to say that we are created in God’s image and likeness?  It means that we are intelligible 
not by reference to other created beings but by reference to God.  Like God, we are spiritual beings with a 
capacity for interiority.   
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25. What other capacity do human beings have as a result of being created in the image and likeness of God?  
We have the capacity of having a personal relationship with God and therefore can enter into a covenant with 
Him. 
 
 
26.  What does it mean for God to tell us that we have dominion over His creation?  It means that we are God’s 
representative in the created world.  We are charged being responsible for respecting and caring for God’s 
creation. 
 
 
27.  What unique place do we have in God’s creation?  We are loved by God for our own sake, since all other 
aspects of the creation were made to serve us. 
 
 
28. In the Second Creation Story in chapter 2, we are introduced to Adam and Eve.  In the First Creation Story, 
we are told that God creates human male and female human beings as part of the grander creation.  What is 
being taught to us regarding men and women in this context?  That we are sexual beings designed to live in 
society.  
 
 
29.  What great divine reality does People St. John Paul the Great tell us that the communion of man and 
woman reveals?  It is an image of the Blessed Trinity. 
 
30.  God is neither male nor female.  Yet in the Judeo-Christian tradition God is primarily referred to in 
masculine terms.  Why is this?  Males cannot give birth.  In pagan religions with female deities, the female gods 
give birth to successive generations of gods.  This is abhorrent to Jews and Christians. 
 
 
31. By saying that “in the image and likeness of God he created him; male and female he created them” what 
concept is introduced to humanity for the first time?  The inherent dignity and equality of men and women. 
 
 
32.What else have Jews and Christian inferred from this verse?  That God created the first couple in the state of 
marriage establishing the married couple as the human community that is the basis for every society. 
 
 
1:28 
 
33. What is assumed in God’s command to men and women to “be fruitful and multiply?” That we are 
accountable before God for the use of our reproductive power.    
 
 
34.  To what aspect of our human existence does God’s command to “fill the earth and subdue it” refer?  It 
refers to the value of human work; that our work is meant to be a cooperation with God in making the earth a fit 
dwelling place for all people. 
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35. What five things does St. Josemaría Escrivá tell us that work allows us to do in life? 
 

①  To develop our personality 
 
② To form bonds of union with others. 
 
③ To support our family. 
 
④  Aid in the improvement of society. 

  
⑤  Help the progress of all mankind. 

 
 
36.  Certain individuals have wrongly accused the Judeo-Christian tradition of feeding the notion that since 
pollution, and over exploitation of natural resources is a result of God having told us to “fill the earth and 
subdue it.”   How is this wrong?  Some people may have erroneously interpreted Sacred Scripture to believe 
that we are free to do with the earth as we see fit.  But this is not what the Bible teaches.  The creation belongs 
to God.  God entrusted it to us to use for our benefit, but we are accountable to God as to how we use it.   
 
 
37.  As God reviews His creation at the very end, how does He evaluate it as a whole as opposed to the lesser 
components of it?  He pronounces that it is very good.  The lesser components were good because God made 
them.  But the whole of creation is very good because man is now included in it. 
 
 
Chapter 2 
 
1:1-3 
 
1.  What do we acknowledge by our observing the Sabbath rest?  We acknowledge that the creation belongs to 
God; that He cares for it.  It is an act of humility on our part to put our work and worries into the hands of God 
for a day. 
 
 
2.  What practical ends does the Sabbath rest achieve according to the Catechism and Pope St. John Paul the 
Great?  It helps us to enjoy adequate rest and leisure to cultivate our familial, cultural, social, and religious 
lives. 
 
 
3.  There is no morning or evening mentioned with the Sabbath Day.  What does this mean?  It breaks with 
time, prefiguring the eternal rest we look forward to in heaven. 
 
4. In the Bible, what three meanings can the word “festival” or “feast” have? 
 

①  Obligatory rest from regular work. 
 
② Recognition of God as the Creator of the world and joyful contemplation of that world. 
 
③ Foretaste of the enduring joy we will experience when we leave this world. 
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2:4b-4:26 
 
5.  Chapter 2 begins a new Creation Story.  There is no transition from the first story in Genesis 1.  It just starts 

as a different story.  Since it is of the            Yahwistic           tradition, what is suggested about this particular 

story?  It is probably actually older than the first creation story.            

 
6.  Continuing through chapter 4, what three main themes are covered? 
 

①  The creation of the first Man and Woman. 
 
② Original sin and the expulsion of Adam and Even from the Garden of Eden. 
 
③ The continuation of human life under the influence of sin. 
 

 7.  Back on page 12 of these notes under section 3 (composition), we talked about myth.  Why are the three 
themes in number 6 above described using such vivid symbolic language?  The historical, anthropological, 
psychological, and religious aspects of the story are so profound, symbolic or mythical language is the only way 
to adequately describe what is going on.   
 
 
 
2:5-6 
 
8.  How does the Biblical description as to the purpose of creation differ so starkly from the contemporary 
climate activists?  According to the Bible, God created the world for us as a kind of incubator for souls.  We are 
supposed to be here.  Climate activists see people as an invasive species; that the earth would be a better place 
without people.   
 
 
 
9.  Is Catholic theology opposed to the Theory of Evolution?  Not at all.  God could have infused a human soul 
into an already existing being that God deemed was now ready for it. 
 
 
10.  What element of the secular Theory of Evolution is opposed to Catholic Theology and Anthropology?  The 
idea that the created order is the product of a random agglomeration of atoms is unacceptable.  For one thing it 
is impossible.  Secondly it rules out an intelligence behind creation. 
 
 
2:7 
 
9.  The man ha-adam (ה-אד ם) is made from adamah (אדמח).  It is a kind of play on words. What is an English 
pair of words whose root refers to people and to the earth?  Earth and earthling.  
 
10.  Is ha-adam male or female?  According to the text, we cannot tell.  The “earthling” is sexless. 
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11. In Genesis 2, all of the trees, animals, etc., are all called forth by God from the soil (adamah).  Using 
symbolic or mythic language, how does Genesis mark out the difference between people and other forms of 
life?  God only breathes his ruah into the ha-adam. 
 
 
12.  Remember that biblical Hebrew does not have that many words.  What are some ways that adamah  gets 
translated in different Bibles? 
 

①              Reddish soil  ②         Dirt   ③               Dust 
 
④                Mud   ⑤          Clay   ⑥                 Soil    
 

13.  When God makes the earthling out of the earth, He is acting like a potter making something out of clay.  
Where will this image appear again in the Bible and what does it mean?  Isaiah, Jeremiah, and St. Paul all use it 
as an example of God molding us into that which is pleasing to Him and that we should not oppose or resist it. 
 
 
2:8-15 
 
14.  What are the two trees in the middle of the garden, and what do they symbolize? 
 
  Tree       What it symbolizes 
 
                    The tree of life                 The power to give life 
 
        The knowledge of good and evil         The ultimate reference point for our behavior 
 
 
 
15.  What are the names of the four rivers that flow out of the garden? 
 

①    Pishon     ②   Gihon 
 
③   Tigris  .    ④    Euphrates 

 
16. Even before sin entered into the world, what were people supposed to doing in the Garden of Eden?  They 
were expected to cultivate it, protect it, and make it bear fruit. 
 
 
17.  What is the covenant that God makes with Adam and Eve?  They will be in perfect union with God, in 
harmony with creation as long as they do not eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
 
 
 
2:16-17 
 
18.  The worn-out rallying cry of opponents of faith is that there cannot be an all powerful good God if evil 
exists.  Why did God make the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil?  It was to ensure the greater good of 
Man’s free will. 
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19.  How does current moral method of America (if it can even be called such a thing!) deal with right and 
wrong?  Moral relativism.  What is OK for you might not be OK for me, depending on how we feel about the 
issue or other circumstances. 
 
 
20. What is the moral method outline in Genesis 2?  Since Man is made in the image and likeness of God, he 
has God’s ability to reason.  Man can therefore discern what has been ordained by God as right or wrong, but he 
cannot make or declare something to be right or wrong on His own authority. 
 
 
21.  The culture of America through our universities, courts, legislatures, media, etc., has set itself up as its own 
arbiter of right and wrong.  We decide through popular vote, court decision, and simply what was hip in a 
Hollyweird movie what is acceptable or not (think abortion, same sex “marriage,” legalized drugs, etc.).  What 
does God’s command to the Adam not to eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil imply?  It 
implies that we have a duty to recognize that we are creatures who have a duty to respect and reverence 
goodness as reflected by the laws of creation and in the dignity proper to us as persons. 
 
 
 
22.  We behave as if we are our own god and can make up our moral code as we go along. Yet even we do not 
believe this.  For example, when asked about the nature of freedom, people wrongly reply that “Freedom means 
I can do whatever I want.”  But if I punch that person in the face, justifying my action with their own logic, 
“Punching you in the face is what I wanted to do…”  How will they respond?  They will immediately appeal to 
a higher authority (the law) that prohibits assault.  People want to have it both ways: Independence from the law 
while enjoying its protections. 
 
 
2:18-25 
 
23.  At this point, the creation of Adam (the earthling) is incomplete.  What is still needed?  He needs to live in 
full and deep communion with someone of his own kind. 
 
 
24. After the creation of the woman ( ה שׁי ) the man (ׁיש) replies: 
 

“This one at last is flesh of my flesh, and bone of my bone…” 
 
25. What is the man recognizing about what God has done for him?  The creation of the woman marks the 
climax of God’s love for the earthling which is now differentiated as a human male. 
 
 
2:19-20 
 
26.  There is a debate even among well intentioned believers as to whether there are any animals in heaven. 
What would the Book of Genesis say and how would it explain it?  There are no animals in heaven.  Only Man 
had the Divine Life of God infused into him.  None of the plants or animals did.  For this reason, when an 
animal’s or plant’s body dies its mortal soul dies with it.  Only human beings have an immortal soul.  
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2:21-22 
 
27.  What two things does the ancient write explain by saying that God formed the woman out of one of the 
man’s ribs? 
 

①  Men and women have the same nature and the same dignity. 
 
② It also explains the mutual attraction men and women have for each other. 

 
2:23 
 
28.  What does the man’s delight and acclaim for the woman show?  It shows the capacity that both have to 
associate intimately in marriage. 
 
 
29.  What does authentic conjugal love presuppose on the part of the man (male human being at this point in the 
story; no more “earthling)?  It presupposes and requires the man to have a profound respect for the equal dignity 
of his wife. 
 
 
2:24 
 
30.  When did God establish the institution of marriage?  He did so as part of the original creation of man and 
women.   
 
31.  What does the statement, “the two shall become one flesh” presuppose about marriage?  It means that 
marriage, as instituted by God, is meant to be monogamous and indissoluble.  
 
2:25 
 
32.  What destroys the harmony that God intended for men and women to share?  Original sin. 
 
 
Chapter 3 
 
3:1-24 
 
1.  Explain the relationship between the figurative/mythic nature of the Fall of Man and its historicity:  The 
creation story uses symbolic language (the tree, serpent, garden, etc.) to explain the primeval historical and 
religious event of Man disobeying God’s commandments.   
 
 
 
2. What is the basic religious truth conveyed to us in Genesis 3?  We are taught that all evils we experience, 
including and especially death, are the result of sin. 
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3. According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, what two things make up all sin: 
 

① Disobedience toward God. 
 
② Failure to trust in His goodness. 

 
4. Read the citation from St. Josemaría Escrivá at the end of this section (beginning with “The eyes of our soul 
grow dim….”)  Where do we see the dynamic described by St. Josemaría Escrivá illustrated in our own times?  
The history of western civilization starting with the so-called Enlightenment and reaching its crescendo in the 
French Revolution is tainted by the idea that human reason and ingenuity is sufficient to answer all of man’s 
questions and solve all of our problems.  The more recent tragedies of re-defining marriage and believing that 
we can manufacture new genders on a whim is just another manifestation. 
 
 
5. In the tragic Supreme Court decision of Planned Parenthood v. Casey Justice Anthony Kennedy of unhappy 
memory stated the following in his statement writing for the majority: 
 
“These matters, involving the most intimate and personal choices a person may make in a lifetime, choices 
central to personal dignity and autonomy, are central to the liberty protected by the Fourteenth Amendment. At 
the heart of liberty is the right to define one’s own concept of existence, of meaning, of the universe, and of 
the mystery of human life. (Emphasis added) Beliefs about these matters could not define the attributes of 
personhood were they formed under compulsion of the State.” 
 
(When the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade with Dobbs v. Jackson, Planned Parenthood v. Casey was 
also pushed to the side, but Kennedy’s legacy of moral relativism remains.) 
 
How do we see Kennedy’s perverse vision and definition of liberty prophesied in Genesis 3 and by St. 
Josemaría Escrivá? Again, our idea that life and morality is what we make of it is on full display here. 
 
 
 
3:1 
 
6. What is the strategy that the serpent uses to get Adam and Eve to sin?  Envy.  The serpent lies to the man and 
woman to make them envious of God’s sovereignty so that they will desire it for themselves. 
 
 
7.  Given that the demons were created good by God, what sad trait to we as human beings share with them?  
We too, were created good, but by our own doing we chose evil and have paid the price for it ever since. 
 
3:2-5 
 
8. Consider these two passages from Genesis: 
 
2:16-17 The LORD God gave the man this order: 
You are free to eat from any of the trees of the 
garden except the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil. From that tree you shall not eat; when you eat 
from it you shall die. 

3:1  Now the snake was the most cunning of all the 
wild animals that the LORD God had made. He 
asked the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You shall 
not eat from any of the trees in the garden’?” 
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What is the devil’s threefold strategy to get Adam and Eve to rebel against God? 
 

①  Falsify what God has said. 
 
② Raise suspicions about God’s plans and intentions. 
 
③ Portray God as man’s enemy. 
 

9.  How is this dynamic manifest to this day according to St. Augustine?  There is a constant pressure on man to 
reject God; of having a love of self to the point of contempt for God. 
 
 
10.  Why, according to Pope St. John Paul the Great to atheistic ideologies seek to root out God and religion  
from the modern world?  They see the existence of God as a limitation on human freedom instead of as the 
source of human freedom. 
 
 
3:6 
 
11.  The common understanding of the creation story is that Adam and Eve take a bite out of an apple.  In fact, 
what does Genesis 3 tell us?  It is a mysterious fruit; the eating of it symbolizes the disobedience of Adam and 
Eve. 
 
12.  What is the three part description of the temptation that Genesis presents to us? 
 

①  Dialogue with the tempter. 
 
② Doubt about God’s truthfulness. 
 
③ Yielding to our own sensual appetites. 
 

13. Compare: 
 
Genesis 3:6 The woman saw that the tree was 
①good for food and ②pleasing to the eyes, and 
the tree was ③desirable for gaining wisdom 
(emphasis added). So she took some of its fruit and 
ate it; and she also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate it 
 

  

 

1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or anything in 
the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the 
Father is not in them. For everything in the world—
①the lust of the flesh, ② the lust of the eyes, and 
③the pride of life (emphasis added) —comes not 
from the Father but from the world. The world and 
its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of 
God lives forever. 

This is for St. John an ancient truth.  How is this outline of human behavior alive in our own times? (We will 
see this again in Chapter 11 in the story of the Tower of Babel.)  The devil presents evil as being physically 
pleasant, having a certain albeit perverted beauty, and giving us the power to define good and evil for ourselves. 
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3:7-13 
 
14.  What are the 3 effects of original sin as described in this passage? 
 

①  The effect on their bodies.  They realize they are naked and now have to deal with concupiscence. 
 
② Their friendship with God is broken as they flee and hide from Him. 
 
③ The harmony between the man and woman is broken as they blame each other. 

 
 
15.  What harmonies are destroyed by original sin as described in the Catechism of the Catholic Church? 
 

①  The control of the body by the soul is shattered. 
 
② The relationship between men and women is now marked by lust and domination. 
 
③ The visible creation becomes alien and hostile to Man. 
 
④  Because of Man’s sin the creation is now subject to bondage and decay. 

  
⑤  Death.  Man will return to the dust from which he was taken. 

 
 
3:14-15 
 
16.  Genesis 3:15 is called the “First Gospel” (Protoevangelium).   
 

Who/what is the “seed” or descendants of the serpent?  This simply describes the continued presence 
and malevolence of the demons in the world. 

 
Who/what is the “seed” or descendants of the woman?  The human race and ultimately Jesus Himself. 

 
So how is Genesis 3:15 understood as a prophecy of the coming of the Messiah?  The demons will strike at the 
heel of men, but the Messiah will strike at the demon’s head which will be a mortal blow. 
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17.  Why according to the teachings of St. Thomas Aquinas did God not stop the devil from tempting the first 
couple?  God allows evil so that He can draw out of it a greater good.  Receiving the incarnate Christ is better 
for the human race than being preserved from original sin. 
 
 
3:16 
 
18.  What two burdens of sin are laid upon the woman? 
 

①  Pain in childbearing. 
 
② Disorder in family life. 

 
19.  Our biblical fundamentalist will point to this passage and say, “There you have it!  The husband rules over 
the wife! It’s in the Bible!”  Why is this an illegitimate interpretation of Scripture (see 1 Corinthians 7—the 
whole chapter, but especially v. 4 and v. 16.)  The “rule” of the husband over the wife is a consequence of sin, 
not part of God’s original plan.  After Baptism, St. Paul describes the restoration of the complimentarity of  man 
and woman.   
 
13:17-19 
 
20.  What is the immediate effect of original sin on Adam?  His labor on earth will now be drudgery and not 
always fruitful/successful. 
 
 
21.  What are the continuing effects of this on mankind throughout the centuries according to to Gaudium et 
spes from Vatican II?  That luxury and misery exist side by side.  A few enjoy tremendous opportunity and 
bounty while the masses suffer in poverty and misery. 
 
 
3:21-24 
 
22. How does God continue to care for Adam and Eve after they sin (v. 21)?  He makes clothing for them out of 
animal skins to keep them warm in the cold world outside of the garden. 
 
23.  What 3 aspects describe Man’s place in history after expulsion from the garden? 
 

①  He now knows good from evil. 
 
② He is deprived of the happiness for which he was created. 
 
③ With death as his fate, he yearns for the immortality which belongs to God. 

 
 
24.  What exactly is the original sin transmitted to all people through the ages?  It is the transmission of a 
human nature deprived of original holiness and justice.  It is contracted not committed.   
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Chapter 4 
 
4:1-26 
 
1.  In Chapter 3 we saw how sin alienated Man from God and from creation.  In the story of Cain and Abel from 
whom is Man now alienated?  From his fellow man. 
 
 
2. According to St. Augustine: 
 

Who does Cain represent?  Cain represents those who live in the world and belong to the city of man. 
 

Who does Abel represent?  Abel represents those who live in the City of God. 
 
3. How do we identify with both Cain and Abel?  What do we have in common with them?  We are born or 
begin as condemned stock as cankered and carnal.  Later we become sound and spiritual through rebirth in 
Christ. 
 
 
4:1 
 
4.  Explain the rich meaning of the Hebrew term “to know” regarding the sexual relationship between man and 
wife?  It refers to the depth of the relationship that takes place through the body but does so in the context of 
mind and will. 
 
 
5.  What is the conflict that we see between the ancient biblical understanding of children and human fertility as 
opposed to how these are viewed by our contemporary society?  In the Bible, children and fertility are seen as 
great blessings from God.  Our culture sees children as an expense and a burden; carbon footprints that threaten 
the rain forest.  Women’s fertility is viewed as a great liability that must be controlled through pills and surgery. 
 
 
4:3-8 
 
6.  What is the origin of Cain’s sin?  The fact that he cannot accept that God favors his younger brother.   
 
7.  Cain is obviously not very happy, yet God loves him as well.  What does God counsel Cain to do (4:6-7)?  
God tells him to adjust his attitude and his sacrifice will also be accepted; that Cain must master sin that is 
couching at his door. 
 
 
8.  Cain is the prototype for what?  The perverse and murderous man. 
 
 For what is Abel the prototype?  The just man who blamelessly suffers violent death. 
 
9.  In the Letter to the Hebrews, whom does Abel prefigure and why?  He prefigures Jesus who also is 
blameless but suffers a violent death. 
 
10.  And whom does Cain symbolize?  He symbolizes everyone who hates their neighbor. 
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4:9-16 
 
11.  We have here the first of a catechetical tradition of the Sins that Cry to Heaven.  See the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 1867 or look them up in the Bible.  The first is: 
 
 1. Genesis 4:10 The murder of the innocent. 
 
 2. Genesis 18:20; 19:13  The sin of the sodomites—homosexual activity 
 
 3. Exodus 3:7-10  The enslavement of peoples 
 
 4. Exodus 22:21-24 Oppressing the widow, orphan, or alien. 
 
 5. Deuteronomy 24:14-15; James 5:4  Withholding wages from the laborer.  
 
12.  What are the two contrasting actions that God takes with Cain after the murder of Abel? 
 
 

① God burden’s Cain’s conscience with the weight of his crime. 
 
② God also puts a mark on Cain to protect him from the vengeance of others. 

 
13. What does it mean that Cain is driven out from God’s presence?  It indicates the break with God that sin 
causes. 
 
 
4:17-24 
 
14. What is the writer of Genesis telling us through the genealogy of Cain?  He is telling us that a part of 
mankind lived separated from God.   
 
15. What is the perennial temptation to which the descendants of Cain succumb?  Material progress blended 
with idolatry is always a temptation for the Israelites and for us. 
 
16. Cain’s descendant Lamech is bad news.  He introduces two more evils into the world.  What are they? 
 

① (4:19) Polygamy. 
 
② (4:24) Vengeful violence. 

 
17. With what crafts are Lamech’s sons credited? 
 
 Jabal:  Nomadic herdsmen 
 

 Jubal: Musicians 
 
Tubal-cain: Metalsmiths  
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4:25-26 
 
16.  Seth and his line are still connected to God.  What great benefit do they bring to the ancient human race?  
They worship the One True God.   
 
 
 
 

2. ADAM’S DESCENDANTS FROM SETH TO NOAH 
 
Chapter 5 
 
5:1-32 
 
1. In this genealogy, why is only the line of Seth, and not Cain, described?  Because it is from the line of Seth 
that the Chosen People will come forth. 
 
 
2.  What is the take-home lesson that we are to extract from the ages of the descendants of Adam?  The further 
from God they get, the shorter their lifespan.   
 
 
3. Why was it critical that ancient peoples obey God’s command “to be fruitful and multiply?”  God’s chosen 
people come about through one of the genealogical lines of people who have reproduced. 
 

How would the same apply to us?  We rely on human beings to be problem solvers; to find cures for 
diseases, advance technology, and make life better.  When they are contracepted and aborted that does 
not happen. 

 
4.  How does St. Luke accentuate the universal scope of redemption in the genealogy found in his Gospel? His 
genealogy goes back to Adam who is the father of both Jews and gentiles. 
 
 
5:3 
 
5.  God made humanity in His image and likeness.  How is this trait passed on through the generations and what 
ramifications does it have for all humanity?  It is passed on by reproduction.  Since God’s likeness is stamped 
on every human being, no matter what their race or how they conduct themselves, it follows that our primary 
attitude towards others should be to respect and understand each person for what he is. 
 
5:21-24 
 
6.  In what three ways is Enoch different from the other patriarchs? 
 

①  He lives only 365 years—a perfect number as it is the same as the number of days in a year. 
 
② He walked with God; he was particularly holy. 
 
③ He did not die.  Like Elijah, he was taken up into heaven. 
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5:29 
 
7. Why is Noah regarded as a figure of Christ?  Noah’s name means “Out of the ground with the Lord has 
cursed this one shall bring us relief from the work and toil of our hands.”  Various New Testament verses listed 
in the commentary tell us how Jesus brings us such relief. 
 
5:32 
 
8. Who are the three lines of people who will descend from Noah? 
 

①   The Semites 
 
②  The Hamites 
 
③  The Japhethites 

 
 
 Chapter 6 
 
6:1-8 
 
1.  What sad reality is set before us in the opening verses of Chapter 6?  The fact that sin and evil are spreading 
along with humanity as man grows and takes over the earth. 
 
 
6:1-4 
 
2.  According to St. Augustine and St. John Chrysostom, who are: 
 
  “The sons of God?”  The descendants of Seth—good and righteous people. 
 

 “The daughters of men?”  The descendents of Cain—people who are turned against God. 
 
3. What particular evil does this intermarriage breed?  Polygamy. 
 
6:5-8 
 
4.  The notes make mention of the absolute sovereignty of God; that He has the power and the right to wipe all 
life off the face of the earth.  This is not in the notes, but think about it.  Why is it not a crime or immoral for 
God to take human life?  The easiest answer is because He is God.  But also, God has the power to restore life 
once He has taken it.  Men can only take life. We cannot restore it.  That is why it is a crime for men to directly 
take the innocent lives of other human beings. 
 
5.  Read v. 6 carefully.  Is this even possible?  What is the ancient writer trying to accomplish here?  Since God 
exists outside of time, it is impossible for him to regret or change His mind about anything.  The writer is 
appealing to very human terms to make the story intelligible to a human audience. 
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6.  What are the two themes we see in this passage that have a high profile in the Bible? 
 

①  God loves everything He makes and His interventions are always aimed at our salvation. 
 
②  The righteous man or a small remnant of faithful people bring about salvation.  Noah as a type or  
       foreshadowing of Jesus. 

 
7.  How does Jesus use the story of Noah to exhort us to be in a constant state of readiness for the Lord’s 
coming either at the end of time or the end of our life?  He reminds us that people were going about their 
business as usual up until the day that Noah entered the ark and then they all were drowned by the flood. 
 
 

3. THE STORY OF NOAH AND HIS DESCENDANTS 
6:9-8:22 
 
8.  Using the poetic narrative language of the Creation Story, how does God cause the Great Flood?  God 
separated the waters above from the waters below by the sky.  He then opens the floodgates which allows all the 
water that the sky had been holding back to deluge the earth.   
 
 
9.  Review Genesis 1:1-2: 
 
In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth and the earth was without form or shape, with 
darkness over the abyss and a mighty wind sweeping over the waters— 

ית  א א בְּרֵאשִׁ֖ ים בָּרָ֣ ת אֱ�הִ֑ יִם אֵ֥ רֶץ תוְאֵ֥  הַשָּׁמַ֖ הָאָֽ : 
רֶץ ב ה וְהָאָ֗ יְתָ֥ הוּ֙  הָֽ הוּ תֹ֨ וְר֣וּחַ  תְה֑וֹם עַל־פְּנֵ֣י וְח֖שֶׁ� וָבֹ֔  

ים פֶת אֱ�הִ֔ יִם עַל־פְּנֵ֥י מְרַחֶ֖ הַמָּֽ : 
 
“without form or shape” ( הוּ֙  הוּ תֹ֨ וָבֹ֔ ) (tohu va bohu in Hebrew) a term describing disorder or chaos.  What does 
the Great Flood do to God’s creation?  After God created everything He saw that it was “very good.”  That is to 
say, out of tohu va bohu came a creation that had order and balance.  Now with the flood, the original chaos 
returns.    
 
 
10.  Our text reads, “The Bible is offering us an impressive lesson about the destiny of mankind when it turns its 
back on God and rejects the laws that are stamped on creation itself.”  Consider the following passage from the 
Letter of St. Paul to the Romans (1:18-32): 
 
The wrath of God is indeed being revealed from heaven against every impiety and wickedness of those who 
suppress the truth by their wickedness. For what can be known about God is evident to them, because God 
made it evident to them. Ever since the creation of the world, his invisible attributes of eternal power and 
divinity have been able to be understood and perceived in what he has made. As a result, they have no excuse;  
for although they knew God they did not accord him glory as God or give him thanks. Instead, they became vain 
in their reasoning, and their senseless minds were darkened. While claiming to be wise, they became fools  
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for the likeness of an image of mortal man or of birds or of four-
legged animals or of snakes. Therefore, God handed them over to impurity through the lusts of their hearts for 
the mutual degradation of their bodies. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie and revered and worshiped 
the creature rather than the creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. Therefore, God handed them over to 
degrading passions. Their females exchanged natural relations for unnatural, and the males likewise gave up 

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165#v2
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natural relations with females and burned with lust for one another. Males did shameful things with males and 
thus received in their own persons the due penalty for their perversity. And since they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God, God handed them over to their undiscerning mind to do what is improper. They are filled 
with every form of wickedness, evil, greed, and malice; full of envy, murder, rivalry, treachery, and spite. They 
are gossips and scandalmongers and they hate God. They are insolent, haughty, boastful, ingenious in their 
wickedness, and rebellious toward their parents. They are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Although they 
know the just decree of God that all who practice such things deserve death, they not only do them but give 
approval to those who practice them.  
 
This passage needs to be interpreted in two levels.  First of all, how does St. Paul say that we are able to 
understand the mind of God?  Do we need a Bible?  No.  St. Paul says that what can be known about God is 
evident through what He has made.  We know the Creator through His creation.  This is the foundation of the 
Natural Law. 
 
 
Secondly, what is St. Paul’s case-in-point?  What kind of behavior is he talking about here that contradicts the 
Natural Law and what is the result on those who embrace it?  He is talking about homosexual behaviors and that 
those who practice them suffer physical consequences as well as psychological, social, and spiritual ills. 
 
 
11.  The self-agrandized “enlightened” of Westeren intelligencia will try to minimize the significance of the 
Bible by relegating it to equal status with other ancient writings.  They will try to say that the Creation Story 
and the story of the Great Flood are no different than other ancient myths and should therefore not be given any 
serious credibility.  What is the main difference between the story of Noah and the flood and the other stories 
from pagan myths about their gods destroying significant parts of creation?  In the pagan myths, the gods are 
malevolent capricious beings who fight among themselves with man caught in the middle.  The story of the 
Great Flood points to man’s sin and a new beginning. 
 
 
12.  Once the evil people of the world are eliminated, who eventually will come from the surviving family of 
Noah?  Abraham 
 
 
6:19 
 
13.  Why does Noah collect a pair of every animal on the earth to put into the ark?  The fate of the animal world 
is linked with that of man.  
 
 
Chapter 7 
 
7:4  
1.  What does St. Ambrose remind us of regarding the 7 days’ downpour of rain?  Citing 1 Peter 3:20, he 
reminds us that God made repentance available to the people in Noah's time just as He does for us because he 
prefers pardon to punishment.  
 
 
7:5 
2.  What is the great contrast between Noah and Adam?  Adam is known for his disobedience to God while 
Noah carefully obeyed everything that God commanded him to do. 
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7:7 
3.  To what do the following elements of the Noah story correspond in regards to the Church? 
 
 The Ark symbolizes              the Church                      . 
 
The Ark is made of wood which foreshadows                  the wood of the cross                        . 
 
The dimensions of the Ark symbolize                a human body that has height, width, and depth            . 
 
The door on the side of the Ark symbolizes                   Jesus’ side opened by the lance                         and also                         

                          the door of the Sacraments by which people enter the Church                          . 

 
 
Chapter 8 
1:1-5 
1.  The ancients saw the universe as this: 

                                  
 
The flood was the result of the windows or flood gates in the dome of the sky opening allowing the waters 
above the firmament to gush through.  The waters also came up from the below the earth.  According to v. 2, 
how did the flood stop?  “The fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed. 
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2. Where does Noah’s Ark come to rest after the flood begins to recede?  Mt. Ararat which is in modern day 
Turkey. 
 
8:6-12 
3. What is the symbolism of the dove with an olive branch from this passage that exists to our present day?  It is 
the symbol of peace and cooperation. 
 
4. How many times does Noah send out the dove to find out if there is any dry land yet?  He sends it out 3 
times. 
 
 
5. How does Rupert of Deutz explain this passage in his Commentarium in Genesim? 
 
  What happens  Three-fold graces    When does the Christian  
  when Noah sends  of the Holy Spirit   experience this? 
  out the dove?      
 
  It comes back The remission of sins   The mission of the Church to announce the 
        forgiveness of sins (John 20:23) 
   
  It comes back with The distribution of various gifts Pentecost 
  an olive branch 
 
  It does not come  Recompense in the resurrection  The resurrection from the dead when 
  back    from the dead.    we do not come back but stay in heaven. 
 
 
 
8:13 
6. “In the six hundred and first year…” In the 601st year of what?  The life of Noah. 
 
8:15-19 
7.  In v. 15 God orders Noah to go forth from the ark and to turn all of the animals loose.  What does this 
signify?  It shows that God is in charge.  God is presenting man and the animals with a  renewed earth.   
 
8.  What is the double significance of water in: 
 
 The Great Flood  ①       The water destroys the evil people 
 
     ② The waters make for a new beginning 
 
 The Red Sea   ① The waters destroy Pharaoh’s army 
 
     ② The waters are the means of Israel’s freedom 
 

The Waters of Baptism ① The waters destroy original sin 
 
     ② We are born again to new life 
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8:20-22 
9.  How does God express His contentment with Noah’s sacrifice?  God resigns Himself to the fact that because 
of original sin, man is bent on doing evil.  Due to this weakness, God undertakes never to again disturb the 
order of the cosmos. 
 
10. One of the primary duties of a creature is to worship the Creator.  What is the pattern for this worship that is 
established by Noah after the flood?  Some kind of sacrifice. 
 
 
11. How does the Bible describe the right relationship that Noah and Enoch had with God because of their 
sacrifices that were offered with a sincere heart?  They were said to have “walked with God.” 
 
 
12. The sacrifices of old were offered repeatedly for atonement for sins.  How is the perfect and enduring 
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross any different?  It was offered once for all people.  It is perpetuated or made 
present continually in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
 
13.          Abel               consecrated the start of the            first age              of the world by his sacrifice to God.               

              Noah               began the             second age             .  These two along with the sacrifices of 

Melchizedek, Abraham, and the patriarchs, kings, and priests all prefigure              the sacrifice of Jesus           . 

 
Chapter 9 
1:1-7 
1. What are the two blessings that God bestowed upon Adam and Eve that are now renewed/repeated with 
Noah? 

① To be fruitful and to multiply. 
 
②  They are given dominion over the creation. 

 
 2.  Back in Genesis 1:30, we are told that God gave to people and animals all of the green plants to eat.  Now, 
after the flood, God allows man to eat other animals with certain restrictions.  What does it mean that in the 
original creation all creatures including people and carnivores would eat green plants?  It is the biblical way of 
describing a creation that exists in peace and harmony.    
 
What would it mean now after the flood that people could eat animals?  It is a concession by God that due to sin 
there is now brutality and cruelty in the creation.   
 
Then in Isaiah 11:6-9 we read: 
 

6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow will feed with the bear, 
    their young will lie down together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
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9 They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 
What is the point of this prophecy?  This is one of Isaiah’s prophecies about the restoration of the creation under 
the Messiah.  All will be set right. 
 
 
3. What are the two prohibitions that God imposes on Noah and his descendants? 
 

① They cannot eat meat with animal’s blood still in it.  Blood was seen as “liquid life” and God is the  
      sole sovereign over life and death. 
 
②  Killing other human beings is forbidden. 

 
9:8-17 
4. What is the sign with which God ratifies His covenant with Noah?     The rainbow.  
 
5. God will make successive covenants with              Abraham                  which affects only him and his 

descendants.  Later God makes a covenant with                Moses                    which is also confined to only the 

people of Israel.  How do the Israelites show that they are unable to keep the Sinai Covenant (see Exodus 32)?  

They are constantly bent on idolatry beginning with the golden calf.   

 
6. How does God propose to rectify this sad situation?  He sends His Son to establish a new covenant in which 
He will write His law on our hearts; we will be His people and He will be our God. 
 
 
 
7.  How do the ancient Church fathers explain Noah’s rainbow as the first proclamation of the New Covenant 
made by, with, and through Jesus?  The rainbow is a sign of Jesus.  As Jesus was taken up into a cloud and 
moves beyond the clouds above the heavens, from His place at God’s right hand, He reminds God that He 
(Jesus) destroyed the enmity between God and man and that our friendship with God is secure. 
 
 
 
9:18-28 
8.  What two features of the nature of mankind after the flood does this passage illuminate? 
 

① After the flood, man continues to be inclined toward evil.  Noah gets drunk and his son Ham  
      dishonors him. 
 
② The descendants of Shem (the Shemites or Semites/Hebrews/Israelites/Jews) are favored over the  
      descendants of Ham (the Canaanites). 
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4. THE ORIGIN OF PEOPLES: THE TOWER OF BABEL 
Chapter 10 
1:1-32 
1.  Many people complain when reading the Bible they get confused by the long lists of names that frequently 
come up.  They get lost in the forest because of all the trees.  What are the two points that this list of names is 
trying to convey to us? 
 

① It shows that all people descended from Noah and his family; that the whole human race is of the  
      same stock and that we should all live in peace and harmony. 
 
② It shows that God’s blessing to Noah was fulfilled; that the people indeed were fruitful and  
      multiplied and that God’s election of the Israelites as His chosen people was gratuitous on God’s  
      part, that the people did nothing to deserve this status. 

 
Chapter 11 
1:1-9 
1. It is best to think of the Tower of Babel as a parable of human arrogance.  What is the significance of the 
people using kiln fired bricks (much like we use to this day) to build their “tower with it top in the heavens?”  
Instead of using rocks that are found in nature, they make their own rocks in the shape that best suits them.  
 
 
2. The mentality that attempted to build the Tower of Babel is still alive and well.  What are similar “towers” 
that we have tried to build over the last 300 years or so?  When we think we can bring about heaven on earth 
without God, disaster ensues.  The French Revolution based itself purely on human reason.  The result was the 
guillotine.  The Communists were sure that they could, using human ingenuity, devise a society that would 
bring about universal happiness.  The result was 100+ million murdered during the 20th century.  We have tried 
to re-engineer marriage, family, and even gender outside of God’s parameters and result has been social chaos. 
 
3. What style of building would the Tower of Babel had been?  It would have resembled a Mesopotamian 
ziggurat.  A stepped pyramid of sorts.  
 
 
4. Most everyone who tries to learn another language other than their native tongue quickly learns that it is not 
an easy thing to do.  How does this parable explain the existence of so many languages and dialects?  They 
came about because God confused men’s speech so that they could not cooperate to try to make their way back 
to heaven without God. 
 
 
5.  How is Bable the opposite of Jerusalem, most especially after Pentecost?  While Babel served to disperse 
men due to their divisions of language, under the Prophets, Jerusalem beckoned all men to return.  At Pentecost, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, the Apostles spontaneously spoke the various languages of the world and today 
the Catholic Church speaks all languages. 
 
11:4 
6.  How is the Tower of Babel a continuation of the sin of Adam and Eve?  Human pride and arrogance are not 
content to accept God’s revealed wisdom and laws, and instead strikes out on its own and tries to achieve 
happiness apart from God. 
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7. Back in Chapter 3 on p. 26 of these notes, we saw the blueprint of the sin of Adam and Eve: 
 
Genesis 3:6 The woman saw 
that the tree was ①good for 
food and ②pleasing to the 
eyes, and the tree was 
③desirable for gaining 
wisdom (emphasis added). So 
she took some of its fruit and 
ate it; and she also gave some 
to her husband, who was with 
her, and he ate it. 
 
 
 

The Tower of Babel (Genesis 
11:4)  And they said, “Come 
①let us build a city for 
ourselves ②with its top to the 
heavens, ③and let us make a 
name for ourselves lest we be 
scattered abroad upon the face 
of the whole earth.(emphasis 
added). 
 

 
 
 
 

1 John 2:16-175Do not love the 
world or anything in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, love 
for the Father is not in them. 
For everything in the world—
①the lust of the flesh, ② the 
lust of the eyes, and ③the 
pride of life (emphasis added) 
—comes not from the Father 
but from the world. The world 
and its desires pass away, but 
whoever does the will of God 
lives forever. 

God expects us to use the resources of the earth for our benefit and ultimately for our eternal salvation.  What 
do the builders of the Tower of Babel get wrong and how is their error repeated to this very day?  They want to 
use God’s creation to get around Him and His laws.     
 
 
8.  What is the solution, according to St. José María Escrivá?  The fight against pride is a constant battle.   
 
9. Why is pride so deadly?  God cannot transform a prideful person because he thinks himself to be self-
sufficient and leads him to despise other people.   
 
 
 
10. What would be the proof from the Archangel Gabriel that Mary was indeed a paragon of humility? (See 
Luke 1:28) When someone is full of himself, he cannot at the same time be full of grace.  Since Mary is full of 
grace, she cannot be full of herself. 
 

5. THE SEMITES 
11:10-26 
11.  Whenever we come to a genealogy in the Bible is signals that a new covenant is about to be made between 

God and man.  The genealogy found in vv. 10-26 connects            Noah               to            Abraham                 . 

 
 
12. Why do these 10 Patriarchs have such long lifespans when God said in Genesis 6:3 that men would only 
live to be 120 years old?  Perhaps because they are descendants of Noah, they do not come under the curse that 
precipitated the limit of a human life to 120 years.   
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PART TWO 
 

The Origin and Formation of the Chosen People 
 

6. THE STORY OF ABRAHAM 
 
11:27-50:26 
13.  Who are the three Great Patriarchs who will play a key role in the formation of God’s Chosen People? 
 
 
① Abraham  ② Isaac      & ③  Jacob 
 
 
 
14.  Below is a map of the Fertile Crescent which consists of the territories of 
 
 
①            Mesopotamia ② Palestine       & ③ Egypt 
  

                               
 
15.  What is the area in the Middle East that encompasses Mesopotamia, Palestine, and Egypt called (see the 
map above)?  It is called the Fertile Crescent. 
 
 
16. Complete the following family tree: 
 
      Jacob  12 Tribes of Israel 
   Isaac  

Abraham        Esau  Edomites 
    

Ishmael  Arabs 
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17. What are the oral histories of these ancient peoples designed to show? 
 
 ①The origin of the 12 Tribes. 
 
 ②The origin of the neighboring peoples and their characteristic features. 
 
 ③Their relationship with God and with the places where they lived. 
 
18. Back on pp. 11-12 we saw that chapters 1-11 of the Book of Genesis are referred to as “Pre-History” where 
through poetic narrative, various truths about creation, human nature, and our relationship with God are related 
to us. Beginning in Chapter 12, we have a number of “cycles” that tell the histories of various people from 
Genesis.  Who are they? 
 
 
 Chapters 12-25: Abraham 
 
 Chapter 26:  Isaac 
 
 Chapters 27-35 Jacob 
 
 Chapters 37-50 Joseph 
 
19.  What is the Bible trying to teach us through the history of the Patriarchs?  That God’s plan to isolate one 
People and make a covenant with it, ultimately the Covenant at Sinai. 
 
 
20. Below is a graphic representation of the various Covenants that God make with various people in the Bible. 
We will fill out the blank boxes during class. It can be a handy way for us to organize in our heads the flow of 
events from the Bible: 
 
 
 Covenant  
 Mediator  Adam  Noah  Abraham Moses  David  Jesus 
 
 Covenant      Tribal      Royal 
 Role   Husband Father  Chief  Judge  King         High Priest 
 
 Covenant          National Catholic 
 Form   Marriage Household Tribe  Nation  Kingdom Church 
 
 Covenant  
 Sign   Sabbath  Rainbow Circumcision Passover Throne            Eucharist 
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11:27-30 
21.  Back in question 18, we referred to the “Pre-History” section (chapters 1-11) of Genesis.  What are some 
significant aspects about chapters 12-50? 
 

①We have come to an historical context where mankind has attained a certain degree of cultural  
      development. 

 
 ②The period of time where, through His call of Abraham, God’s plan for our salvation begins to be put  
                  into effect. 
11:31 
22.  On this map we have an approximation as to where the archeologists believe that Ur was situated.  Again, 
notice the Fertile Crescent. 
 

 
When does it seem most likely that Abraham left Ur for Haran?  Between 1800 and 1600 BC. 
 
Chapter 12 
1:1-6 
1.  What three components make up the promise that God is making with Abraham? 
 

①The father of a nation (as of yet the unknown country). 
 
 ②Many descendants even though Sarah as to this point barren. 
 
 ③God’s constant protection. 
 
2.  What was the pagan god that Abraham’s people probably worshipped?  A moon-god. 
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3. The Bible rightly sings the praises of Abraham’s obedience to God which is in stark contrast to what other 
previous disasters in the Book of Genesis?  The sin of Adam and Eve. Cain’s murder of Abel. Lamech’s 
polygamy and vengeful violence. 
 
 
4. Abraham sets the People of Israel on a trajectory of obedience to God. Where does this culminate?  In the 
perfect obedience of Jesus on the cross.  
 
5. What is required to be considered to be a child of Abraham?  Listening to and obeying the voice of God. 
 
6.  This turns out to be exceedingly significant if we are to properly understand the New Testament.  In the 
earliest days of Christianity, a vociferous debate arose as to what was necessary for someone to become a 
Christian.  Some Jewish Christians insisted that for a pagan/gentile to become a Christian, they had to adopt the 
Jewish Faith in its entirety (referred to as “the Law” or “circumcision”).  Others like St. Paul and eventually St. 
Peter insisted that repentance from sin and the former pagan way of life and belief in Jesus as the Messiah were 
all that were necessary to receive Baptism. A good-sized chunk of the Acts of the Apostles and the writings of 
St. Paul is dedicated to resolving this issue. To those who said that it was necessary to adopt the Law or 
circumcision, St. Paul cites Genesis 15:6 when he writes to the Galatians 3:6: 
 

Thus Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
 
Consider the following time line: 
 
 |  |      |  | 
      Abraham          Moses and the Law   Jesus and the        Ministry of 
      ~1800 BC          ~1300 BC    Paschal Mystery    St. Paul 
        0-33 AD        35-67 AD  
 
 
 
What is St. Paul’s point regarding faith versus the adopting the Law of Moses to find favor with God?  In effect, 
St. Paul is telling the Galatians that since Abraham could be in a right relationship with God through his act of 
Faith (since the Law of Moses would not be promulgated for another 500 years) then following the Law of 
Moses would not be necessary for those wishing to adopt Christianity.   
 
 
7.  What are the three significant things that Abraham has to give up in favor of his faith in God? 
 

①Country. 
 
 ②Kindred/family. 
 
 ③Father’s house/heritage. 
 
8.  As Abraham journeys through the wilderness what does he do to demonstrate is faith in God?  His journey is 
punctuated with him building altars to God along the way and offering Him acceptable sacrifices. 
 
9. How are God’s promises to Abraham ultimately fulfilled?  Through the Person of Jesus. 
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10. Notice how long it takes for God to make good on all the promises He made to Abraham.  In the Letter to 
the Hebrews 11:1-14 we read: 
 
Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen. Because of it the ancients were well 
attested. By faith we understand that the universe was ordered by the word of God, so that what is visible came 
into being through the invisible. By faith Abel offered to God a sacrifice greater than Cain’s. Through this he was 
attested to be righteous, God bearing witness to his gifts, and through this, though dead, he still speaks. By faith 
Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and “he was found no more because God had taken him.” 
Before he was taken up, he was attested to have pleased God. But without faith it is impossible to please him, for 
anyone who approaches God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. By faith Noah, 
warned about what was not yet seen, with reverence built an ark for the salvation of his household. Through this 
he condemned the world and inherited the righteousness that comes through faith. By faith Abraham obeyed when 
he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he was 
to go. By faith he sojourned in the promised land as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 
heirs of the same promise; for he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and maker is 
God. By faith he received power to generate, even though he was past the normal age—and Sarah herself was 
sterile—for he thought that the one who had made the promise was trustworthy. So it was that there came forth 
from one man, himself as good as dead, descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the 
sands on the seashore. All these died in faith. They did not receive what had been promised but saw it and 
greeted it from afar (emphasis added) and acknowledged themselves to be strangers and aliens on earth, for those 
who speak thus show that they are seeking a homeland.  
 
Why does the Judeo-Christian faith tradition therefore hold Abraham in such high esteem?  Abraham lived his 
life without doubting that God would make good on the promises.  Abraham did not think it necessary to 
personally benefit from the promises to put his faith in God. 
 
 
12:10-20 
11. What do we learn from Abraham’s sojourn in Egypt?  We learn that God accompanies Abraham; that God is 
not limited to a certain shrine but a personal God who accompanies Abraham no matter where he is.   
 
 
Chapter 13 
1:1-18 
1.  Abram and his nephew Lot have accumulated a lot of livestock.  So much so that there is not enough grazing 
land for them to both inhabit the same territory.  What solution does Abram propose? He peacefully suggests 
that they part company and gives Lot the first choice.  If Lot goes left, Abram will go right. 
 
 
2. In which city does Lot settle?  The city of Sodom. 
 
3. What is the ominous foreboding that we are given in v. 13?  We are told that the city of Sodom is full of 
wicked men. 
 
4. Once Lot is gone what does God do regarding Abram?  God repeats the promise of land and descendants to 
Abram. 
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Chapter 14 
1:1-16 
1.  In vv. 1-9 we have a list of the ancient kings of various city-states in the region.  Which city-states are 
defeated in a series of battles and tribal wars?  The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah are both desolated and 
looted. 
 
 
2. Who is among those who are defeated and he, his goods, and his family are carried off as spoils of war?  Lot 
had settled in Sodom and was among those who were pillaged.  
 
 
3. How does Abram respond to this news?  He gets his best men together and mounts a rescue mission.  He 
liberates Lot and his family and gets all of their property back.  He also takes as spoils of war the property of 
those who had kidnapped Lot and his family in the first place. 
 
14:13 
 
4. It is in this verse that in the Bible we are first introduced to the term “Hebrew.”  What are the three possible 
ancient roots of this word? 
 

①It could refer to the meaning for “he from the other side” as Abram came from the other side of the  
     Euphrates River. 

 
 ②It could have come from the word hapiru  which was a social class involved with caravan  
                 arrangements. 
 
 ③It may have its roots in the name of Eber, a descendant of Shem. 
 
14:18-20 
5. Melchizedek is mentioned throughout the Bible, particularly in the Book of Psalms and in the Letter to the 
Hebrews.  But this is the only place in the Bible where we are actually introduced to him.  In his world, 
surrounded by pagan cults, what was unique about Melchizedek and his worship?  He worshipped God the 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 
6. Melchizedek is the priest/king of the city of              Salem                            which later becomes known as  
 
                  Jerusalem                     .   
 
7. What is significant about Abram receiving a blessing from Melchizedek here?  It sets the precedent for 
Jerusalem being the place from where God imparts His divine blessing. 
 
 
8. What does Abram do in v. 20 and what precedent does that set for the ensuing ages?  He gives Melchizedek a 
tenth of everything that he got by looting Lot’s captors.  This establishes the model for tithing or giving 10% of 
our income back to God somehow.  
 
 
 
 



47 
 

9. The significance of the priesthood of Melchizedek ripples though the ages.  Back in chapter 12 we saw this 
timeline 
     The Priesthood of Aaron 
 
 
 
 |  |      |  | 
      Abraham          Moses and the Law   Jesus and the     The destruction of     
and Melchizedek      Paschal Mystery     the Temple in Jerusalem 
           by the Romans 
      ~1800 BC          ~1300 BC    0-33 AD  70 AD   
                  
 
 
The Letter to the Hebrews connects Jesus’ eternal High Priesthood to the priesthood of Melchizedek and not 
that of Aaron.  Why? Melchizedek is presented to us as standing alone.  No mention is made of his ancestors.  
According to the ancient rabbinic understanding of the Scriptures, if something is not mentioned it is because it 
does not exist.  Jesus, like Melchizedek does not derive His priesthood from His ancestors.  His is an eternal 
priesthood, unlike that of Aaron. 
 
 
10. In rescuing/liberating Lot, Abram has also restored the kingship to the king of Sodom.  What does the king 
offer Abram and how does he respond?  The king offers to allow Abram to take any of the spoils of the war for 
himself.  Abram wisely turns it down to avoid become beholden to the king. 
 
 
 
Chapter 15 
1:1-21 
1.  For what to actions of Abram does God reward him? 
 

①His generosity to Abram. 
 
 ②His refusal to take goods from the king of Sodom. 
                  
2.  What does God promise to Abram? 
 

①God promises His help. 
 
 ②Abram will have many descendants. 
 
 ③God promises Abram the land of Canaan. 
 
3.  What does God require of Abram for God to fulfill these promises?  Abram must believe in the promise that 
God undertakes to fulfill. 
 
15:2-3 
4. What is the topic of the dialogue between Abram and God at this point?  Abram is perplexed as to how God 
is going to fulfill His promises when Abram has no children. 
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5.  What is the tone of the dialogue between Abram and God and what can this teach us?  It is that of a friendly 
conversation between God and Abram.  It is an example of prayer of friendship and filiation.  To pray is to 
speak to God. 
 
 
15:4-6 
6.  We saw this in #6 back in Chapter 12. In Genesis 15:16 we read: 
 

“And Abram believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 
 
In other words, by Abram taking God at His word, God now puts Abram in a right relationship with Him. Why 
is it critical for Christians to understand Genesis 15:6?  St. Paul, in his letters to the Galatians and the Romans, 
appeals to this line of Scripture to prove that the pagans can be put into a right relationship with God through 
their faith in Jesus; that fulfilling the Law of Moses would be unnecessary because Abraham’s faith put him into 
right relationship with God some 500 years before the Law of Moses ever existed.   
 
 
7.  St. James writes that Abraham’s acts of obedience put him in right relationship with God. Which works 
specifically? 
 

①When Abram left his homeland. 
 
 ②When he was willing to sacrifice his son Isaac. 
 
15:7-21 
8.  Here we have the actual covenant that God makes with Abram (soon to be re-named Abraham).  What does 
God require Abram to do in preparation for the covenant ceremony (vv. 9-11)?  Abram brings a heifer, a she 
goat, and a ram, slaughter’s them and cuts their carcasses in half and sets them on the ground as mirror images 
of one another.   
 
 
9.  How does God make the covenant with Abram?  Reflecting the practice of Abram’s time, what does God 
do?  Appearing as a torch and a fire pot, God walks between the pieces of the animals.  This was commonly 
done in those day.  The persons walking between the animal parts are essentially saying, “May I be cut to pieces 
like these animals if I do not live up to my end of the terms of the covenant.” 
 
10. What does God prophesy to Abram in vv. 13-14?  He foretells the story of the Israelites and their slavery in 
Egypt. 
 
 
11. What is the significance of v. 16?  The Amorites/Canaanites are wicked pagan people.  This is the beginning 
of God’s permission to the Chosen People to wipe them out and take possession of their land.    
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Chapter 16 
1:1-6 
1.  Sarai, Abram’s legal wife, becomes impatient waiting for God to fulfill His promise of offspring for the 
couple.  What is her solution?  Abram will have relations with a slave girl so that he can have one of his own 
children to inherit his wealth. 
 
 
2. In what sense can this behavior be understood or even pardoned?  It was a common practice of the time and 
place in which Abram lived. 
 
 
3. In what sense is it still unacceptable?  It is a consequence of original sin. Lamech was the first to practice 
polygamy. 
 
 
4.  How is God at work when men are practicing immoral acts?  God is gradually revealing to men how He 
expects them to act.  He tolerates imperfect behaviors to lead men to a higher moral plain. 
 
5.  While polygamy is practiced in the Scriptures, it always carries with it problems and disorders including 
rape, incest, and murder.  What happens between Sarai and Hagar once Hagar conceives a child through Abram 
(vv. 4-6)?  Hagar looks with contempt upon Sarai because she has conceived Abram’s child while Sarai remains 
childless.  Sarai throws a fit and blamed Abram for what was her idea in the first place. 
 
 
 
16:7-16 
6. What does Abram name the son who is born of Hagar?              Ishmael                       
 
7.  In various places in the Old Testament we will read of an angle of the LORD appearing.  In other places it will 
say that the angel of the LORD appeared.  What is the difference between them?  “An” angel is just one of many 
heavenly beings created by God.  “The” angel is God Himself appearing in a way that a person can experience 
and understand. 
 
8.  By Abram and Sarai not waiting for God, but taking things into their own hands, they now put God in a 
tough spot.  God does not act out of cruelty or selfishness in dealing with the people He creates.  How does God 
deal with the existence of Hagar and her son?  God promises to make of Ishmael a great people.  He becomes 
the father of the Arabs. 
 
 
Chapter 17 
1:1-27 
 
1. What are the three duties that God imposes on the Great Patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and on their 
descendants?  
 

①To be holy. 
 
 ②To acknowledge the One True God. 
 
 ③To practice the rite of circumcision. 
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17:1 
2.  What are the three possible meanings of Hebrew name “El-Shaddai”?   
 

①God Almighty. 
 
 ②God of the Mountains. 
 
 ③God of Abundance. 
 
3.What two things is the Bible telling us by recording the names by which the Hebrews referred to God? 
 

①The God that Patriarchs worshiped is the same as the God of Mt. Sinai. 
 
 ②It is showing us how God gradually reveals Himself over time. 
 
3.  What two things does God ask of Abraham and how does one make the other possible? 
 

①To walk/live in God’s presence. 
 
 ②To be blameless. 
 Remaining in God’s presence is the only way to keep from falling into sin. 
 
17:5 
4.  God changes Abram’s name to Abraham, which means                 father of a multitude                            . 
 
5. In Christian practice, names are changed and added.  For example, when someone takes solemn religious 
vows as a nun or a monk, they often change their names.  We have the practice of taking a Confirmation name.  
What does the change of name mean?  It means a change in mission; that due to our relationship with God our 
life has been altered 
 
 
6. Looking forward to the New Testament, what does Abraham’s name prophecy?  It looks forward to the time 
when all nations will be drawn to God through Jesus. 
 
17:10-14 
7.  What are two possible reasons why circumcision was practiced in the Ancient Near East? 
 

①As a kind of sexual and marriage initiation rite. 
 
 ②Hygiene. 
 
8.  Why did the Hebrews/Israelites/Jews practice it?  Because God told them to.  It was an outward sign of their 
membership of the people of God. 
 
9. In the New Covenant inaugurated by Jesus, circumcision would no longer serve any purpose.  But what did it 
pre-figure or foreshadow?  Baptism. 
 
 
 



51 
 

17:15-22 
10.  God repeats the tremendous promise He is making to Abraham who falls on his face and laughs because it 
seems so impossible.  At this point in the story, Ishmael is about 13 years old.  What does Abraham ask of God 
regarding the boy and what can we conclude about Abraham’s relationship with Ishmael from v. 18?   Abraham 
loves Ishmael.  He asks God to name Ishmael as the heir to the promises He has made to Abraham. 
 
 
11.  What promise from Chapter 16 does God reiterate regarding Ishmael?  God promises to make a great 
people of Ishmael—the Ishmaelites or Arabs. 
 
12.  What is the new act of faith that God asks of Abraham?  That in spite of their old age, God expects 
Abraham and Sarah to believe that they will have their own child. 
 
 
17:23-27 
13.  How does Abraham react to God’s demand that he, and all the males in his sphere of influence be 
circumcised?  Abraham wastes no time in fulfilling the command. 
 
Chapter 18 
18:1-19:38 
1.  God promises that Abraham will be a blessing to all people.  How does this promise begin to be fulfilled?  
When Abraham intercedes for the city of Sodom because his nephew Lot lives there, he spares Lot and his 
family from destruction. 
 
18:1-15 
2. The appearance of the three men is very mysterious. 
 
 How does Abraham refer to them in v. 3? In the singular: “my lord.” 
 

How does he refer to them in v. 4?  In the plural “rest yourselves.” 
 
3. How did some Early Christian Fathers explain this?  They thought it a manifestation of the Holy Trinity. 
 
4. How does the Jewish Tradition explain it?  One of the men was Yahweh and two others were angels 
attending Him. 
 
18:6 
5.  The “bread” or “cakes” that are referred to often in the Old Testament were flat pieces of dough that were 
cooked on hot rocks, somewhat akin to pita bread or tortillas.  Given the information from the notes, how much 
bread would Sarah have made?  If she started off with two gallons of ground meal, it would have been quite a 
bit of bread.   
 
 
6.  In those days, an average meal might have consisted of perhaps one or two of the above mentioned pita 
breads, some water, maybe some fruit/dried fruit (dates, figs) and some soup/gruel made of mashed garbanzo 
beans or other beans.  How does that compare with the spread that Abraham and Sarah put out for their guests?  
With such rich foods as meat and cheese, it was quite a feast. 
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18:16-33 
7.  Back in Chapter 4, page 30, question 11 of these notes we were introduced to the “Sins that Cry to Heaven.”  
Here in v. 20 we have the second one.  What is it?  Homosexual activity. 
 
 
8. One aspect of human existence that has vexed us from the beginning is the innocent suffering because of the 
acts of the guilty.  Back in 2008, many people suffered financial losses because of the acts of a relative small 
number of businessmen and politicians; acts over which those suffering had no control.  Abraham sees that his 
nephew Lot will be destroyed along with the rest of the evil-doers in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, so he 
haggles with God.  What great central aspect of our Christian faith does this foreshadow?  The salvation of the 
many can come through the fidelity of the few or the One, as in the case of Jesus. 
 
 
 
9. In the end, how effective are Abraham’s efforts to bargain with God?  They are effective in that God arranges 
for the safety of Lot and his family, but in the end, the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah are indeed destroyed. 
 
 
10. Looking ahead in the Old Testament, at the time of the destruction of the Northern Kingdom of Israel by the 
Assyrian Empire (721 BC) and then the Southern Kingdom of Judah, including the city of Jerusalem and 
Solomon’s Temple some 130 years later in 587 BC, the good and the evil are punished together.  What does our 
study notes say about this in reference to the prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel (and also the Book of the 
Prophet Daniel)?  Even though things are going to hell in a bucket, those who practice individual and personal 
responsibility can still do well.   
 
Chapter 19 
19:1-38 
11. What is Lot’s mistake?  When he and Abraham part company, Lot takes up residence in a good land, but 
that is populated with wicked men.  He compromises co-existing with evil for the ability to live in a materially 
blessed land.   
 
 
19:4-5 
12. What is doubly evil about that the men of Sodom demand to do with Lot’s guests (v. 5)?   
 

①They demand to homosexually rape Lot’s guests. 
 
 ②These men are under Lot’s roof, so by the rules of Near Eastern hospitality, Lot would be responsible  

      for their safety and well-being. 
 
13.  What is the teaching of the Catholic Church, based on what we read in the Old and New Testaments 
regarding: 
 

① Homosexual acts?  Homosexual acts are intrinsically disordered and cannot be approved under any  
   circumstances. 

 
 ②Homosexual persons? Homosexual persons are to be accepted with love and respect. 
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14. In efforts to “force-fit” homosexual acts with the Scriptures, gay activists have tried to claim that the real sin 
of the Sodomites was not seeking to force themselves sexually on Lot’s guests but violating the norms of 
hospitality of their culture (#12 above).  By your reading of 18:20 and 19:1-11 what do you think?  In 18:20, 
God has expressed his displeasure on what is going on in Sodom and Gomorrah.  This is well before Lot takes 
in his guests.    
 
 
15. Look specifically at v. 8.  Using some acerbic hyperbole, what is Lot really saying here?  He’s essentially 
saying, “Homosexually rape my guests?!  Are you crazy?  I have two daughters.  Are you going to assault them 
as well?!”  Lot is trying to express his outrage at the whole contemptible situation. 
 
16.  How do Lot’s future sons-in-law respond to his warning to get out of the city before it is destroyed (v. 14)?  
They think he is kidding them and do not take him seriously.   
 
 
17.  Even Lot drags his feet in obeying the warnings of the two angels.  What do the angels do (v. 16)?  They 
grab Lot and his family by the hands and drag them out of the city. 
 
19:24 
18.  Where might we find the ruins of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in our times?  It is possible that they 
are at the bottom of the Dead Sea.   
 
19.  What are we supposed to learn from the destruction of these cities?  The severity of Divine punishment.  
That the fidelity of a few can stay God’s wrath.  Jesus uses the destruction of these cities to drive home the 
point that the Final Judgment will be even more severe and that we should therefore be always ready.   
 
19:26 
20.  To this day, there are formations of pillars of salt around the Dead Sea that are called “Lot’s Wife.”  What 3 
things do we learn from this very brief mention of this event in Genesis?  
 

①We cannot foresee the Day of Judgment. 
 
 ②We must persevere in our good works without looking back. 
 
 ③We put our hand to the plow and not look back. 
 
19:30-38 
21. What happens in these verses that serves to explain to the ancient peoples the inferiority of the Moabites and 
the Ammonites?  The fiancés of Lot’s daughters are destroyed with Sodom and Gomorrah.  Now they are left 
without the means to raise up children, so they get their father Lot drunk and seduce him to impregnate them to 
have children. Since the Moabites and Ammonites are the descendants of an incestuous union, they are marked 
as inferior. 
Chapter 20 
20:1-18 
1. This entire chapter is a kind of parable.  What is it trying to tell or illustrate for the reader?  It shows us the 
power of Abraham’s intercession and how God protects Abraham’s marriage.  
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2. In what sense is Abimelech guilty of a grave sin?  He takes the wife of another man to be his own. 
 
 In what sense is he innocent?  He was doing the best he could with the knowledge he had.  Abraham  

  had told him that Sarah was his sister which would have made her eligible to be someone’s wife. 
 
 How does God take all of this into consideration?  God intervenes to keep Abimelech from having  

  relations with Sarah because He knows Abimelech is acting out of ignorance.  But God warns  
 Abimelech to restore Sarah to Abraham or face the consequences.  

Chapter 21 
21:1-7 
1.  What does Isaac’s name mean in Hebrew?  God has made me happy. 
 
2.  The Bible is full of examples of remarkable births to women who were thought to be barren or otherwise 
could not have children (Jacob’s wife Rachel, Samuel’s mother Hannah, Samson’s mother, Elizabeth the 
mother of John the Baptist, Mary the mother of Jesus).  To what do all of these births point?  They point to God 
intervening in human events to fulfill His will. 
 
3.  How do we see Abraham’s trust in God growing at this point in the story of his life?  He immediately has 
Isaac circumcised.  That is to say he quickly goes about the business of obeying God’s law. 
 
21:8-21 
4.  Let’s try some reconstruction from the texts.   
 

At this point in the story about how old would Ishmael be (Refer back to 17:25)? Ishmael was 
circumcised at 13 years old.  Some time would have passed between this and the birth of Isaac.  We can 
reasonably guess that he was between 15-18 years old. 
 
At this point in the story, about how old would Isaac be (21:8)?  Children in those days would nurse off 
their mothers until they were about 3 years old.  So Isaac would have been about this age. 

 
What kind of a relationship does it seem reasonable to assume that Isaac and Ishmael had (vv. 8-9)?  
Ishmael probably had a playful/protective relationship with his younger half brother. 

 
 
5.  How does Abraham react to Sarah’s demand that Ishmael and his mother be expelled from the clan (v. 11)?  
Abraham is not happy about it.     
 
6. Why does Sarah demand that Hagar and Ishmael be expelled from the clan?  She wants her son Isaac to 
receive all of Abraham’s wealth when he dies. 
 
7.  Look ahead to St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 4:21-31.  St. Paul refers back to this story to explain our 
inheritance from God.  What does he say?  He notes that there are two women and two sons.  One woman is a 
slave and the other free. Ishmael is born of the flesh; Isaac is born from a promise.  The Jews and Christians 
trace their ancestry to Abraham through Isaac, the son of the free woman.  In Jesus, we are born of the free 
woman and thus entitled to the full inheritance promised to us. 
 
 
 
 
 



55 
 

8.  Things look dire for Hagar and Ishmael in the desert when their provisions run out.  What does God do?  He 
provides a well for them for water.  God was with Ishmael as he grew and Hagar got him a wife from Egypt. 
 
 
21:22-23 
9.  What is the moral of the story of Abraham and Abimelech?  We are always better off settling differences 
peacefully instead of through violence. 
 
Chapter 22 
22:1-19 
1.  According to Hebrews 11:19, why would Abraham be willing to sacrifice Isaac to God?  Abraham’s faith in 
God was such that he believed that if Isaac were killed, God could restore his life to him. 
 
 
2.  The near sacrifice of Isaac is seen as a biblical type or foreshadowing of the crucifixion of Jesus.  List some 
of the elements of the stories of Isaac and Jesus that make this connection: 
 
 ①An only beloved son is sacrificed. 
 

②Both carry the wood for their immolation up a mountain. 
 
③They both surrender themselves to their father’s will. 

 
3. People who oppose faith in God will often point to the near sacrifice of Isaac as their proof of the irrational 
nature of people of faith.  Why would God ask anyone to kill their child as an act of worship to Him?  Then 
why would He change His mind at the last second and jerk poor Abraham around like that?  With the near 
sacrifice of Isaac, Abraham both succeeds spectacularly and fails miserably. 
 

In what sense does Abraham succeed?  He succeeds in that he does not withhold that which he holds 
most dear from God. 

 
In what sense does he fail?  Part of what God was testing Abraham for was whether or not he had 
completely left behind his pagan ways.  In Ur, the pagans would sacrifice their children to their pagan 
gods.  Since Abraham would have gone through with it had God not stopped him, he shows that he has 
not yet shed all of his pagan ways. 

 
We see here how the story of the near sacrifice of Isaac is a reflection of the complexity of our lives and how 
we are all works in progress.   
 
22:2 
4.  What is one of the possibilities as to the actual location of the mountain where Isaac was almost sacrificed?  
It might be Mt. Zion in Jerusalem; the site of Solomon’s Temple. 
 
22:12 
5.  How are God’s love, mercy, and generosity manifested in the aftermath of the near sacrifice of Isaac?  
Abraham’s intention to follow through with the sacrifice is sufficient to satisfy God and he receives Isaac back 
safe and sound.   
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6.  What is the main difference, according to St. Paul, of the near sacrifice of Isaac and Jesus’ sacrifice of 
③Himself on the cross?  Abraham didn’t go through with it while Jesus did.  It is a great act of God’s love 
when He stays the hand of Abraham from sacrificing his son.  It is even a greater act of love that He allows 
Jesus to be sacrificed to pay the debt for our sins. 
 
 
22:13-14 
7.  How does the ram caught in the thicket pre-figure or foreshadow Jesus?  The ram is provided by God as a 
substitute sacrifice the way Jesus substitutes Himself for us.  Also the ram caught in the thicket is reminiscent of 
Jesus being crowned with thorns. 
 
22:20-24 
8.  What is the significance of the family tree of Nahor that is presented to us here?  From Nahor’s family will 
come Rebekah, Isaac’s wife.   
 
 
9.  What is significant about the descendants of Nahor, Ishmael, and Jacob?  They all have 12 sons each which 
establishes the pattern for Jesus picking 12 Apostles. 
 
Chapter 23 
23:1-20 
1.  Back in Genesis 12, God promised that He would give Abraham ①Land and a nation, ②Kingship and a 
name and ③ that He would make Abraham a blessing to all nations.  Sarah has died and Abraham, being a 
nomadic herdsman, has no land where he can bury her.  How does he solve this problem and what does it 
mean?  He buys some land from some Hittites to use as a family tomb.  This is the beginning of the fulfillment 
of God’s promise to give Abraham land of his own. 
 

23:11 
2.  Abraham wants only a piece of land that contains a cave to use for his family tomb.  Why does Ephron 
require Abraham to buy the surrounding land as well, and why does Abraham agree to it?  Abraham owns no 
land.  By requiring him to buy the land surrounding the cave, Ephron can exert pressure on Abraham to render 
some kind of feudal service.  Abraham would rather not enter into this agreement, but he needs the land, so he 
gives in. 
 
 
23:19 
3.  As we read on in Genesis, who do we will find out is buried in this tomb? 
 

① Abraham  ② Isaac   ③ Rebeckah 
 

④ Leah   ⑤ Jacob 
 
 
 
4. What is the current status of this place?  The Muslims built a mosque over the site. 
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Chapter 24 
24:1-67 
1.  How does telling the story of Isaac’s marriage to Rebekah before Abraham’s death affect the flow of the 
story?  It shows the continuity between Abraham and Isaac as the Great Patriarchs. 
 
 
2. What are the 5 scenes in this story? 
 

① vv. 1-9 The narration of Abraham sending his servant to find a wife for Isaac. 
 
② vv. 10-28 The servant finds Rebekah 
 
③ vv. 29-53 Rebekah’s house where we are introduced to her crooked brother Laban 
 
④ vv. 54-61 Rebekah leaves her home and family to be Isaac’s wife. 
  
⑤ vv. 62-67 Rebeckah and Isaac meet 
 

24:1-9 
1. Why does Abraham want a wife for Isaac from his own homeland?  He wants someone familiar with the life 
of a nomadic herdsman. 
 
2. Why is Abraham so adamant that the servant not allow Isaac to return to Mesopotamia?  Abraham is rightly 
concerned that Isaac would too easily revert back to the old ways and all of the progress that Abraham and God 
had made to this point would be for nought.  
 
3.  What quality does St. Ambrose tell us that Abraham was searching for in the woman who would be his son’s 
wife?  He is looking for the gift of a good heart. 
 
 
24:10 
4. What is significant about the servant taking 10 of Abraham’s camels?  It shows that Abraham was very 
wealthy.   
 
5. How faithful is Abraham’s servant in carrying out his instructions?  It appears that the servant is very faithful 
in doing so. 
 
6. We will be re-introduced to Rebekah’s brother Laban later in on Genesis.  He is a scoundrel and swindler.  
For what two possible reasons does he show Abraham’s servant great deference and hospitality.   
 

① He smells money.  The servant showing up with 10 camels would indicate that he represents a man  
     of great wealth and Laban wants in on it. 
 
② Hospitality was very important to those people in that time and place. 

 
24:66-67 
7.  In. vv. 55-67, Rebekah takes leave of her family and goes with Abraham’s servant to meet her future 
husband.  How do Isaac and Rebekah react to one another?  It is love at first sight.  The presence of Rebekah 
consoles Isaac at the loss of his mother Sarah. 
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Chapter 25 
25:1-18 
1. What details of Abraham’s life are recorded in these verses? 
 

① vv. 1-6 The children of Abraham born of his concubines. 
 
② vv. 7-11 The death of Abraham. 
 
③ vv. 12-18 The descendants of Ismael. 
 

2. We are told that Isaac and Ishmael buried Abraham in their family tomb (v. 9).  What does this suggest about 
the relationship between Isaac and Ishmael?  They must have stayed connected over the years so that Isaac 
could get word to Ishmael that their father had died and that Ishmael could get back in a timely manner for the 
funeral. 
 
3. How does Abraham deal with the many other children that he had through his concubines and what does this 
mean?  He gave them all gifts and sent them away.  This is to show that he treated them fairly/justly but at the 
same time to show that the Isaac was the true heir. 
 
25:7-11 
4.  What does the phrase “Abraham…was gathered to his people” mean?  It was an early understanding of some 
kind of life after death. 
 
 Compared to our understanding, what is missing from this ancient statement about death?  There may  

be some kind of life after death, but the ancient understanding included no sense of there being some 
kind of reward of punishment associated with it. 

 
According to the text and to the understanding of ancient peoples, what was Abraham’s reward?  The 
fact that he had a long life and that his sons were at his side when he died. 

 
5. At this point, to whom does God’s promise of land and many descendants pass?  It passes only to Isaac. 
 
 

7. THE DESCENDANTS OF ISHMAEL 
 
 
25:12-18 
6.  Here we have the last mention of Ishmael in the Bible.  Why is he no longer mentioned?  These verses show 
us how God kept His promises to Ishmael, so the matter is now considered to be closed. 
 
 

8. THE DESCENDANTS OF ISAAC THE STORY OF JACOB 
 
 
25:19-37:1 
7. What is Isaac’s primary purpose in the story of the Great Patriarchs?  He is the link through whom the 
promises that God made to Abraham pass to Jacob.  
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8.  What does the narrative about Jacob and Esau tell us?   

 
① It tells us about how Jacob took the birthright from Esau. 
. 
② Jacob’s flight from his brother and from the promised land. 
 
③ Jacob’s return and meeting/reconciliation with Esau. 
 

9. What two nations descend from: 
 
 Jacob:  The Israelites 
 
 Esau:  The Edomites   
 
25:21-23 
10. Rebekah, who was barren, gives birth to twins.  What is ironic about their births and later relationship as we 
read in v. 23?  The older (Esau) is stronger than the younger (Jacob) but Esau will serve Jacob.  Typically the 
elder son was thought of as blessed, but God blesses Jacob. 
 
 
25:24-26 
11. The twin boys born to Isaac and Rebekah are named: 
 
 
  Jacob     which means:  “He takes by the heel” or  “He supplants.”  
 
and 
  Esau      which means: “Red” or Sheepskin with hair (seir) 
 
12. Jacob was           40            years old when he began to pray to God for a son.  He was          60             years 
old when the twins were born.  What lesson should we take from this according to St. John Chrysostom?  We 
should imitate Jacob in his tenacity in prayer.  We too easily become discouraged, lose heart, and fall away if 
what we desire does not immediately materialize. 
 
25:29-34 
13. These brief verses tell us quite a bit.  First of all, how is Esau’s name associated with the soup that Jacob is 
making?  It was evidently a red lentil soup that is red like Esau.  
 
 
14. Back in vv. 27-28 are told: 
 
When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country; whereas Jacob was a simple 
man, who stayed among the tents. Isaac preferred Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah preferred 
Jacob.  
 
Based on this,  
 
What kind of a guy was Jacob?  He was quiet and conniving. Maybe a bit of a momma’s boy. 
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What kind of a guy was Esau?  Boisterous. Rugged outdoorsman.  Speaking before he thinks.  Fast to erupt 
emotionally but just as quick to calm down.   
 
How do these qualities of these two men come to the fore in vv. 29-34?  Look at v. 32.  Was Esau really about 
to die from hunger?  Not likely.   
 
What does Jacob “charge” Esau for a bowl of lentil soup and a piece of bread?  Jacob makes Esau swear to hand 
over his rights as the first born to him. 
 
15.  Both men are in the wrong. 
 

What was wrong with what Jacob did?    He was no doubt familiar with Esau’s impetuousness.  When 
he cons Esau into swearing him his birthright, he was no doubt aware of Esau’s tendency to act without 
thinking. 

 
What did Esau do wrong?  He wasn’t thinking.  A birthright is not something to be treated lightly much 
less traded for a bowl of soup. 

 
16. What lesson does St. John Chrysostom tell us that we should take from this exchange between Jacob and 
Esau?  We should not neglect important things for worthless trifles.  Why obsess over money with the Kingdom 
of God is within our grasp? 
 
Chapter 26 
26:1-35 
1. What are the three episodes from Abraham’s life that are similar to what happens to Isaac and Rebekah in 
chapter 26? 
 

①They both pass their wife off as their sister to avoid being killed by the locals. 
 
②They both find themselves in disputes over wells. 
 
③God appears to both of them and they build an altar to Him.  

 
2.  What is this supposed to show or demonstrate to the reader?  It shows that Isaac is the bearer of the divine 
promise.   He is the link between Abraham and Jacob.   
  
3.  What is significant about vv. 3 & 5?  In these verses, God repeats to Isaac the promises He made to 
Abraham.   
 
4.  What does the figure of Isaac teach us?  It teaches us everyone, being an heir to the gifts that God gave to the 
previous generation advances God’s salvific plans through their own fidelity. 
 
26:7-11 
5. Abimelech does not believe in the God of Abraham and Isaac.  He probably does not even know that such a 
God exists.  Pagan though he is, what very redeeming quality do he and his people have as evidenced in v. 10?  
Abimelech’s people looked down on adultery.  Even though they were pagans, they knew that the marriage 
covenant must be kept inviolate.  Instead of spiritual reasons, they probably believed this for practical ones 
knowing that their society was better off if the marriage was respected.  
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26:12-14 
6.  As we will see in other parts of the Bible, material wealth here on earth is understood by biblical 
personalities as a blessing from God.  What are the two sources of Isaac’s wealth?   
 

①Isaac’s own hard work. 
 
②God’s blessing. 
 

 
7.  How should this be interpreted in our own times?  Obeying God’s will tends to put one on the path of 
prosperity.   
 
8. According to the Scriptures and the teachings of the Church, how are we to understand the proper use of 
material goods (see also 1 Timothy 6:10)?  Scripture does not condemn wealth but our attachment to it and placing 
our trust in it above trusting in God. 
 
26:15-33 
9. In vv. 15-22 Isaac gets into a series of squabbles with the locals over water rights.  What do the names that 
Isaac gives to the wells that he digs mean? 
 
 Esek Contention 
 

Sitnah  Enmity 
 
Rehoboth   Broad places/Room 

 
10. At first Abimelech and his people run Isaac and his clan off of their land. But then they come back looking 
for him.  Why do they do this? What are they seeking?  They come to realize that Isaac’s God is very powerful 
as evidence by Isaac’s prosperity.  They want to make a covenant with Isaac that he will not turn his wealth 
against them to do them harm.   
 
 
11. The chapter closes with a brief note of Esau and the woman he marries.  What is the result of this?  They 
make life bitter for Isaac and Rebekah. 
Chapter 27 
27:1-45 
1. What are the three things Jacob would get possession of by taking the birthright from Esau? 
 

①The right to the inheritance that would be reserved for the elder son. 
 
②It would make him the head of the family. 
 
③He would also get God’s blessing.  

 
2. As the story unfolds, it looks like Rebekah and Jacob (remember back from vv. 27-28 what Genesis said 
about the relationship between Rebekah and Jacob and Isaac and Esau) pull off a massive deception against 
Isaac and Esau.  Yet how does the commentary explain this? (Refer back to 25:23.)  It was God who had 
determined that Jacob would receive the favored status of the elder son.  Rebekah and Jacob were simply 
playing an active part in fulfilling God’s plan.   
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27:5-17 
3. What appears to be motivating Rebekah as the mastermind of the deception of her husband? (Review 26:34-
35)   She is looking out for the well being of her favorite son.  Esau and his wife have made life bitter for Isaac 
and Rebekah.  He is probably a loud and obnoxious soul who does not come across as being that bright.  
Rebekah is probably trying to protect her interests in the family fortune.   
 
 
 
 
27:20 
This is a little confusing.  The commentary says that the reader is left to assume that getting the meat for Isaac’s 
meal was somehow Rebekah’s doing.  Genesis says clearly in 27:9 that Rebekah got the meat from two goats 
from the family’s herd.  
 
27:26-29 
4.  What are the three things connected with the call of Abraham evoked in the blessing Isaac bestows upon 
Jacob? 
 

①The fine qualities of his son. 
 
②The fruitfulness of the land. 
 
③Lordship over all the nations.  

 
5. Regarding the great deception of Jacob and Rebekah, we are told in v. 1 that Isaac was old (probably some 
dementia) and that his eyes were dim (probably cataracts). 
 

Why would Rebekah prepare the food?  She is Isaac’s wife.  She knows what he likes. 
 
 
Why does she put pieces of goat hide on Jacob’s wrists and the back of his neck?  Esau is hairy and if   
  Isaac were to reach out and touch Jacob and feel only smooth skin, he would know something was   
  wrong. 
 
If Isaac can barely see, why put Esau’s clothes on Jacob (v. 27)?  Esau’s clothes would smell like Esau. 

 
27:33 
6. Once the ruse becomes known, why does Isaac not simply call his wife and sons to his presence, bawl Isaac 
and Rebekah out for their treachery, and then bestow the blessing on Esau as custom would demand?  First of 
all, it is God’s will that Jacob receive the blessing.  Also, in the ancient world, once a blessing or a curse was 
uttered  it could not be revoked.   
 
7. What does this conviction of blessings and curses mean?  It simply stresses the strength and power of words 
when spoken by one in authority. 
 
8.  What does St. Ambrose tell us that this teaches all of us to this day?  It shows the reverence we should show 
to our parents because when the father imparts a blessing, it stays in place. 
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27:45 
9. Esau is understandably furious and plots to kill Jacob.  Rebekah hears about it and warns Jacob to flee.  In so 
doing, how does she save: 
 
 Jacob? Obviously she keeps Jacob from being killed by Esau. 
 

Esau? Had Esau succeeded in killing Jacob, he would have been subject to either being a fugitive or to  
  being executed as a murderer. 

 
 
 
10.  What lesson does St. Ambrose tell us that we can learn from Rebekah?  We need to take some time to cool 
off if we are upset before we act in rash ways that we will later regret. 
 
27:46-28:9 
11.  Why does Rebekah insist to Isaac that Jacob not marry one of the Hittite women?  Esau had already 
married a Hittite and Rebekah did not like the way she treated her. 
 
 
12. From where is Jacob to get a wife?  One of his uncle Laban’s daughters.  This would be a first cousin. 
 
 
13. How does Esau react to all of this (vv. 6-9)?  It appears that out of spite, Esau marries an Ishmaelite woman. 
 
 
14. What is the problem with Israelite men marrying Canaanite women?  The women always bring idolatry into 
the marriages. 
 
Chapter 28 
28:10-22 
15. Bethel (בֵּית־אֵל)  in Hebrew means “House of God.”  This becomes an significant place in the Old Testament.  
What three events take place here? 
 

①Jacob has the dream of the ladder going up to heaven. 
 
②After the Exodus and the conquest of the Promised Land, the Israelites consult Yahweh at Bethel. 
 
③After the kingdom divides in two after the death of Solomon, Jeroboam sets up one of the golden  
     calves in Bethel.  

 
16. After his dream at Bethel, Jacob will not have any visions of God for a long time.  What does St. José María 
Escrivá tell us that this means?  We ourselves may go some time between consolations received from God.  The 
times of light are enough to get us through the times of dark until we get to the next experience of light. 
 
28:12 
17.  How do later Christians interpret Jacob’s Ladder?  It is seen as a type or foreshadowing of the Cross of 
Jesus. 
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18.  To whom does St. Bernard apply the symbolism of the ladder?  He applies it to the Blessed Mother.   
 
28:14 
19.  What is God’s purpose in choosing the Israelites over all the other people of the world?  God does so in 
order that His blessing might reach out to all the nations. 
 
28:20 
20.  Look up 1 Timothy 6:6-10.  Compare that with Genesis 28:20, the Lord’s Prayer, and with St. John 
Chrysostom’s teaching from the commentary.  What are we being taught here?  We need to moderate our desire 
for earthly goods.  There is no doubt that we need a certain amount of wealth to make our way through life, but 
it is a constant struggle to control our wealth instead of being controlled by it. 
Chapter 29 
29:1-32:3 
1. What 4 things does Jacob do in this section? 
 

①Jacob marries. 
 
②He has children. 
 
③He prospers.  

 
 ④He returns to settle the land of Canaan. 
 
29:1-14 
2. What two people does Jacob finally meet on his journey to “the land of the east?” 

 
①  Laban    ②  Rachel 

 
3. How do Jacob and his uncle Laban initially hit it off? (As the story develops, we will see that things do not 
end well between Laban and Jacob.) Laban receives Jacob with great joy and affection. 
 
29:12 
4. How is Jacob related to Rachel?  They are second cousins. 
 
 
29:15-30 
5. Of Laban’s two daughters,              Rachel                     and                 Leah                 ,            Leah                  

is the eldest and not as beautiful as                  Rachel                who is the youngest. 

 
6. What is the agreement between Laban and Jacob in order for Jacob to marry Rachel?  Jacob will serve Laban 
for 7 years without pay.   
 
7. What does Laban do to Jacob regarding his marriage to Rachel?  He tricks Jacob into marrying Leah. 
 
8. What does this force Jacob to do?  If he wants to marry Leah, he has to work 7 more years for Laban. 
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9. Remember that in the Scriptures, numbers have symbolic meanings.  Three means perfection, seven means 
fulfillment, 12 means complete, 40 indicates times of trial and purification.  This being the case, how might we 
describe the amount of time that Jacob spent working for Laban to marry his daughters?  He probably did not 
serve 14 years.  Genesis is telling us that they agreed upon a time for Jacob to work and he fulfilled that time.   
 
 
10. What is the irony between Jacob and Laban?  They both appear to be dishonest.  Jacob cheated Esau out of 
his birthright and Laban cheated Jacob out of his desired bride. 
 
 
11. Who is Jacob’s favored wife?                    Rachel 
 
12. Yet who will be the ancestor of King David (and Jesus)?             Leah 
 
 
13. The story is plagued with trickery, polygamy, and favoritism.  But Genesis seems to overlook all of thse 
shortcomings.  Why?  Genesis is showing us that the efficacy of God’s plan does not depend on the virtue of the 
players but rather God’s personal initiative.   
 
 
14. Who are the four women (two wives, and two concubines) in Jacob’s life? 
 

①  Leah.   ②  Zilpa (Leah’s maid). 
 

③  Rachel   ④  Bilhah (Rachel’s maid) 
 
29:31-30:24 
15. What does the writer of Genesis want to show us through telling the story of the birth of Jacob’s sons?  He 
want to show us that the birth of each son and the existence of each tribe is in keeping with God’s plan. 
 
29:31 
16. Echoing the tension between Sarah and Hagar, what is the conflict between Rachel and Leah?  Jacob loves 
Rachel, but Leah gives him children. 
 
 
17. How does the Biblical text explain Leah’s fertility and Rachel’s barrenness? God is consoling Leah because 
she is unloved. 
 
18. What are the names of the six sons that Leah bears? (Look ahead to vv. 16-20.) 
 

①  Rueben  ②  Simeon 
 

③  Levi   ④  Judah 
 
⑤          Issachar  ⑥  Zebulun 
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Chapter 30 
30:1-13 
1.  There is polygamy throughout the Bible.  Why do you think the Holy Spirit allows it to be displayed in the 
Scriptures?  Polygamy always brings problems.  We are allowed to see it in the Bible to teach us that it should 
be avoided. 
 
 
2. How does Rachel propose to remedy the fact that she cannot have children an where have we seen this 
before?  She tells Jacob to have relations with her maid Bilha and to have children with her.  We saw this with 
Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar. 
 
 
 
3. Who are the sons that Jacob has through Bilha? 
 

①  Dan   ②  Naphtali 
 

4. Who are the sons that Jacob has through Zilpah? 
 

①  Gad   ②  Asher 
 

5. Finally, who are the two sons born to Rachel? 
 

①  Joseph   ②  Benjamin 
              See Genesis 35:16-20 
30:25-43 
6. How does Jacob now become rich at Laban’s expense?  He selectively breeds the herd of goats so that the 
healthy and strong animals are born to him while the weak animals are born to Laban’s herd. 
 
Chapter 31 
31:1-32:3 
1. As the story unfolds, we see the crooked nature of both Laban and Jacob on full display.  What are the four 
scenes described for us as Jacob makes his escape from Laban?  
 

① Jacob leaves Laban taking his family with him.   
 
②His flight from Laban. 

 
③Laban gives chase    
 
④Jacob and Laban make an agreement. 
 

31:1-16 
2. What are Jacob’s two reasons for leaving Laban that he gives to his wives for going back to the land of 
Canaan  (vv. 4-7)?   

① Laban is not as kindly disposed to Jacob as he was before.   
 
②Laban has cheated Jacob on his wages. 
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3. What is meant by the Angel of God and the “God of Bethel?”  It is the divine author making a distinction 
between God Himself and the Divine Presence.  As the Old Testament progresses, the distinction between God 
and His angels becomes more explicit.  
 
 
31:13 
4. What sounds familiar in this verse?  God is addressing Jacob the same way He addressed Abraham. 
 
5.  What is the difference between the way Abraham received the promise of land from God and the way Jacob 
receives it?  The land was promised to Abraham as a free gift.  Jacob has to recover the land as something that 
belongs to him. 
 
 
6.  How is Jacob’s return to the land of Canaan a symbol of the Christian life?  God’s call to Jacob to return to 
his home country is symbolic of the constant state of repentance/conversion of the Christian.  We are in a 
constant state of returning to our Father’s house.  
 
 
31:14-16 
7. Now the family of Laban airs its dirty laundry.  What do his daughters say about him?  They claim that they 
have no status in the family; that Laban has spent what was rightfully theirs on himself.   
  
 
 
8. What is the net effect of Jacob selectively breeding his and Laban’s flocks so that Jacob’s would increase and 
Laban’s would decrease?  God, through Jacob, is essentially returning to Rachel and Leah what was rightfully 
theirs in the first place. 
 
 
31:19 
9. Why would Rachel take her father Laban’s household idols/gods?  It just shows the spite and disdain she has 
for him.  She only does it to upset and offend him. 
 
 
31:22-54 
10. After three days, Laban is told that Jacob has skipped town with Laban’s daughters and grandchildren.  Who 
intervenes so that Laban does not act rashly or harshly?  God Himself intervenes and reveals Himself to Laban 
telling him to cool it. 
 
31:26-30 
11. Now all of the pent-up frustrations and emotional ill-will between Jacob and Laban is on full display.  While 
Laban is definitely a crook what are his main concerns in vv. 27-28?  Why did Jacob leave without saying 
goodbye?  Laban claims he would have had a great going-away party for him.  Laban complains that he was not 
able to kiss his grandchildren goodbye.   
 
 
12. What other sore point does Laban bring up in v. 30 and how does Jacob respond?  Laban accuses Jacob of 
stealing his idols/gods.  Jacob says that if it can be proved that anyone from his clan stole them such a one will 
be put to death.  
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31:35 
13.  How does Rachel prevent Laban from searching her person and tent for his idols/gods?  She is sitting on the 
idols and claims that she is having her period and cannot get up. 
 
 
 
14. In vv. 36-41, it all comes out.  Jacob unloads all of the years of anger and frustration on Laban.  What are 
some of his complaints? 
 

①Jacob has worked for Laban for 20 years and has not taken anything from Laban’s flocks. 
  

②If an animal were lost to a wild beast, Jacob replaced it with one of his own.. 
 

③Jacob endured the cold of the night, the heat of the day and was deprived of sleep.  
  

④Over the 20 years, Laban cheated Jacob on his wages 10 times. 
 

31:42 
15. Instead of seeing God as a force of nature or being linked to certain sacred places, how do the Patriarchs 
(Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) see God?  “God of my father.”  He is a personal God who has spoken to the 
Patriarchs. 
 
 
31:43-54 
16. Jacob and Laban part each other’s company on more-or-less peaceful terms.  They make a pact or a 
covenant that serves to smooth over their respective grievances. What are the two aspects of this covenant? 
 

① Jacob’s behaviors towards Laban’s daughters.   
 
②A provision to fix the border between their respective territories. 

 
Chapter 32 
32:1-2 
1.  What, according to St. José María Escrivá,  is the significance to Christians of Jacob recognizing the angels 
they he sees as he travels along?   It show us the power of our Guardian Angels; that God sends angels as 
powerful friends that God places beside us to accompany us. 
 
32:3-33:20 
2. Jacob has gotten himself out from under Laban’s control.  Now he has to deal with another difficulty from his 
past?  He has to deal with Esau. 
 
 
3.  In vv. 3-8, the scene for the story is set up for us.  What happens and how do you as the reader react?  Jacob 
finds out that Esau is in the area.  He sends a deputation to tell Esau that he is rich and willing to share his 
wealth with him.  The messenger return only to tell Jacob that Esau is preparing to come at him with 400 men.   
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4. Why would Jacob be “greatly afraid and distressed?”  The last time he was with Esau, Jacob stole his 
birthright.  He correctly thinks that Esau is out for revenge and with 400 men, he could obliterate Jacob and his 
family. 
 
5. What does Jacob do in vv. 9-12?  He prays to God for deliverance/protection. 
 
 
6. How does Jacob attempt to make amends with Esau (vv. 13-20)?  He sends a generous gift of three waves of 
livestock to Esau via messengers. 
 
32:22-29 
7. Jacob spends the night unknowingly wrestling with whom?      God. 
 
8. In the end, the wrestling match is a draw, and Jacob tells his opponent that he will let him go if he blesses 
him.  How does the opponent respond?  He changes Jacob’s name to Israel.   
 
9. What does this new name mean?  It means “one who has striven with God.” 
 
 
10. What does St. Ambrose say that this struggle with God means to the faithful Christian?  It means struggling 
to be God-like  
 
 
32:31 
11.  What is the meaning of the word Penuel?  It means “Face of God.” 
 
12.  What is the hagiographer trying to accomplish by telling the background of why the Israelites would not eat 
a certain part of an animal based on what happened to Jacob/Israel?  He appeals to the long-standing accepted  
practice of the Israelites to show that what he is teaching is true. 
 
Chapter 33 
33:1-20 
1. Jacob/Israel has yet to face Esau.  As we read the story the tension is high.  What does Jacob do in vv. 1-3?  
He sends his wives with their respective children ahead while Rachel and Joseph (his favorites) remain in the 
rear in an attempt to protect them. 
 
 
2. What is the significance of Jacob bowing to the ground seven times as he approaches Esau?  It is a gesture of 
extreme humility acknowledging Esau as the superior. 
 
3. In the great climax of the story, how does Esau respond to meeting Jacob? He greets him with great brotherly 
love and affection.  
 
4. Considering Esau’s personality (review Genesis 25:27-34) why is this really not a surprise?  Esau seems to be 
a man of emotional extremes.  He can be violently angry one minute and all is forgotten the next.  That he 
would have forgiven and forgotten what Jacob did to him would be consistent with his temperament.  
 
5. What happens regarding the gift of livestock that Jacob presented to Esau?  Esau tries to give it back, but 
Jacob insists that he keep it which he does. 
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6. What is the significance of Jacob insisting that Esau and his clan move ahead, leaving Jacob and his family 
behind? Jacob is not taking any chances.  Easau has treated him kindly, but there are no guarantees that Esau 
will remain benevolent.  
 
7. What is the lesson we can all take from this exchange between Jacob and Esau according to St. John 
Chrysostom?  St. John tells us that a little meekness can diffuse a volatile situation.  As water puts out a fire,  
meekness and gentleness subdue anger. 
 
Chapter 34 
34:1-31 
1. So far, we are seeing that the majority of people that we come across in the Book of Genesis are not good and 
moral people!  What happens between Dinah (Leah’s daughter) and Shechem?  Shechem is smitten with Dinah 
and rapes her. 
 
 
2. Look at v. 4.  What kind of a guy is Shechem and what kind of a relationship does he appear to have with his 
father, Hamor?  He appears to be a spoiled brat and Hamor appears used to giving him what he wants. 
 
 
 
3.  How does Jacob first respond to the news that his daughter had been raped by Shechem?  He keeps quiet and 
bides his time because all of his sons are out in the field watching the livestock. 
 
4. What arrangement does Hamor offer to Jacob and his sons for the marriage between Shechem and Dinah?  
He invites them into the family.  They would join assets and become rich together. 
 
 
5. What is the condition upon which the sons of Jacob will agree to Hamor’s offer (vv.14-17)?  Hamor’s clan 
would have to agree to be circumcised.  
 
 
6. What do Hamor and Shechem say to the members of their clan (vv. 18-24)?  They encourage them to go 
along with the plan explaining that they will all benefit from it economically. 
 
7. What do the sons of Jacob do in vv.25-29?  They wait until the clan of Hamor is very sore from their 
circumcisions and when they cannot defend themselves, they descend upon them and slaughter them all. 
  
 
8. Evidently, Jacob did not know about what his sons were planning.  How does he respond to what they have 
done (v. 30)?  He is not happy.  He is afraid that he will now be in danger of vengeance from the Canaanites and 
Perizzites.   
 
9. Once Jacob expresses his displeasure with what his sons have done, what is their defense?  “Should he treat  
our sister like a whore?” 
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Chapter 35 
35:1-15 
1. What are the features of a religious pilgrimage that we find in Jacob’s trek from Shechem to Bethel? 
 

①A divine command 
.   
②Purification before setting out. 

 
③God’s mysterious protection. 
    
④Arrival at the place and building an altar. 
 
⑤A divine apparition that confirms Jacob’s identity as Israel and reaffirms the promises God  
      made to Abraham and Isaac. 
 

2.  God is now speaking quite a bit with Jacob/Israel.  What does this demonstrate to us?  It shows that God and 
Jacob are on familiar terms and that God keeps company with everyone He has brought into His Church 
through Baptism. 
 
 
35:16-29 
3. What happens to Rachel?  She dies giving birth to her second son, Benjamin.  
 
35:17-18 
4. Initially, Rachel’s second son is named         Ben-oni              which means:        “son of my sorrow.”  
    

But Jacob changes his name to              Benjamin                with means:     The son of my right hand.  
 
 
5. What reprehensible thing does Rueben do (v. 22)?  He has sex with Bilhah, one of Jacob’s concubines and 
the mother of his half-brothers Dan and Naphtali. 
 
6.  In vv. 27-29, Isaac dies at a ripe old age.  What can we conclude about the relationship between Jacob and 
Esau?  They must have stayed in contact with one another and remained on at least speaking terms because they 
got together to see to their father’s burial. 
 
 

9. THE DESCENDANTS OF ESAU 
Chapter 36 
36:1-43 
1. Why do Jacob and Esau part company (v. 7)?  They both had so much livestock that the land could not 
support all the flocks and herds. 
 
36:1-5 
2. Why do the names of Esau’s wives not match up in this chapter?  The ancient writer may have had differing 
sources and traditions. 
 
 
 



72 
 

Chapter 37 
37:1 
1. Where is Jacob living during this time?  He is living in the land of Canaan. 
 
 

10. THE DESCENDANTS OF JACOB. 
THE STORY OF JOSEPH 

 
37:2-50:26 
2. What story do these final chapters of Genesis tell us?  We are told the story of Jacob’s son Joseph. 
 
3. What does Joseph do that sets the stage for him not getting along with the rest of his half-brothers?  They are 
out watching the herds and flocks.  Joseph is with them but brings a bad report of them to Jacob. 
 
4. We will read in this story how the Israelites found their way to living in Egypt.  About when does it appear 
that this happened?  About 1720-1580 BC. 
37:2 
5.  What are the elements of the story of Jacob/Israel settling in Egypt that are relayed to us in chapters 37-50? 
 

①Joseph is sold by his brother into Egypt. 
   
②Joseph prospers in Egypt and becomes very important. 

 
③Jacob and his sons move to Egypt where, because of Joseph, the are treated very well. 
    
④Jacob dies in Egypt, but is taken back to Canaan for burial. 

 
37:3-4 
6. What are some of the results of Jacob giving Joseph the robe with long sleeves (or the coat of many colors—
depending on the translation)?   
 

①It is a foreshadowing of Joseph’s position as a prince in Egypt. 
   
②Some people gratuitously enjoy special favor. 

 
③Joseph is a figure of Jesus—the beloved Son of the Father. 
    
④Joseph’s sons, like Cain, act out of jealousy. 

 
37:5-11 
7. What role do Joseph’s dreams fill in the story?  They foretell the future. 
 
8. How does Jacob respond to Joseph’s dreams?  At first he rebukes Joseph, but he also has the age and wisdom 
to temper his response. 
 
9. How do Joseph’s half-brothers respond?  Out of jealousy they plot against Joseph. 
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10.  How is the hand of God ultimately at work?  In the middle of the great evil of Joseph’s half-brothers, God 
will draw great good.  People will not starve to death because of the famine and the stage will be set for God to 
rescue His people from Egypt. 
 
37:12-36 
11.  Joseph’s half-brothers conspire to kill him.   
 
 What is their initial plan (vv. 19-20)?  They plan to kill him, dispose of his body in a dry well, and then  

   tell Jabob that a wild beast killed him. 
 
Who initially intervenes?  Reuben, the eldest.  He suggests they throw Joseph in a dry well and just let  
  him die while planning all the while to later rescue him and restore him to Jacob. 
 
Which other brother finally comes up with the plan to sell Joseph to the Ishmaelite/Midianite traders?   
  Judah 
 
How much do they sell Joseph for and of what is this reminiscent?  They get 20 pieces of silver.  This  
  reminds us of the 30 pieces of silver that Judas accepted for betraying Jesus. 

 
12. What lie do the half-brothers concoct to explain Joseph’s disappearance to Jacob?  They kill a goat and dip 
the coat with long sleeves in it and them claim to Jacob that they found the coat in the desert and conclude that 
Joseph was killed by a wild animal. 
 
 
Chapter 38 
38:1-30 
1. We take a little detour here to read the story of the tribe of Judah.  Why is he important?  It is from his tribe 
that King David will come and then ultimately Jesus. 
 
 
2. Why is Tamar a significant figure in the history of Israel and in salvation history?   It is through her that the 
line of Judah and subsequently, King David and Jesus will be born.   
 
 
3. What happens to Tamar’s first husband Er and why?  God slays him because he is evil. 
 
38:8-10 
4. So how does Judah propose to solve this problem and how does it work out?  He tells his other son Onan to 
have sex with Tamar and raise up descendants for Er.  Onan refuses to complete the sexual act to father a child 
and so God slays him as well. 
 
 
5. So now what does Judah require of Tamar?  He tells her to live as a widow until the younger boy has Shelah 
grows up and can raise up descendants for Er. 
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6. God draws straight with crooked lines.  We saw with Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar; Lot and his daughters, 
Jacob and Esau, Jacob and Laban, Hamor and Shechem, etc., that the people through whom God is working are 
not moral people. What is the great deception of Tamar and yet how is it in a strange sense justifiable?  When 
Shelah is old enough to be her husband Judah does not give him to her in marriage.  So she disguises herself as 
a whore and seduces Judah to have a child through him, which she does.   
 
38:24 
7. Why would it be notable that Judah would have Tamar killed by burning her instead of stoning her for 
adultery?   If the daughter of a priest were caught in adultery, she would be burned.  Otherwise both parties, the 
man and woman, would be killed by stoning. 
 
8.  So in the end, what happens between Judah and Tamar?  Tamar proves that Judah is the father of the child.  
He acknowledges that fact, backs off the punishment, and does not have any further relations with her.  
 
9. The births of the twins Perez and Zerah is odd.  Who appears to be born first?             Perez 
 
 Yet who is actually born first?                   Zerah               
 

What is the take-home message of this strange event?  God is in charge of who will be the heir to the  
   promises. 

 
 
 
Chapter 39 
39:1-23 
1. We now return to the story of Joseph.  He is purchased as a slave by a man named Potiphar.  What happens to 
Joseph in Potiphar’s house?  Joseph proves to be smart and responsible.  Potiphar puts him in charge of all of 
his household. 
 
 
2. What later happens between Joseph and Potiphar’s wife?  She tries to seduce Joseph.  When Joseph does not 
respond to her advances, she accuses him of assault.  Potiphar is livid and has Joseph put in jail. 
 
 
 
3. What are the virtues that St. Ambrose tells us the Patriarchs show us? 
 
 Abraham Firm obedience of faith 
 
 Isaac  Genuineness of a sincere heart 
 
 Jacob  Perseverance in the midst of trials 
 
 Joseph  Chastity 
 
39:12 
4. What do St. Caesarius or Arles and St. Josemaría Escrivá say that we learn from Joseph in regards to winning 
struggles with chastity?  Instead of staying and fighting the temptations, we should flee from them. 
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39:21-23 
5. What happens to Joseph while he is in prison (compare vv. 5-6 with vv. 21-23)?  He again proves himself to 
be able and responsible and quickly is put in charge of the prison. 
 
 
6. How does St. Bernard compare Joseph the son of Jacob and our beloved St. Joseph?  Joseph understood 
dreams, St. Joseph was given knowledge and a share in the sacraments.  Joseph stored grain for the people. St. 
Joseph tends the living bread come down from heaven. 
   
Chapter 40 
40:1-23 
1. What is the dream of the chief butler (sometimes referred to as Pharaoh’s cup bearer)?  He dreams of three 
clusters of grapes on a vine that he crushes into Pharaoh’s cup. 
 
 What does Joseph say that the dream means? He says that in three days, the butler will be restored to  
     his previous position in Pharaoh’s court. 
 
 Once he would be reestablished in his previous position, what does Joseph request of the butler?  

  That the butler would speak favorably of him before Pharaoh and get him out of the prison. 
 
 
 
 
2. What is the dream of the baker?  There are three bread baskets on his head and the top basket is full of baked 
goods for Pharaoh’s table, but the birds are eating the bread. 
 

What does Joseph say that the dream means? In three days, Pharoah will behead the baker and the birds  
  will be pecking at his body. 

 
3. Once Joseph’s interpretations of the dreams are proved to be true, what disappointment does Joseph face?  
The butler gets his position back but forgets about Joseph.   
 
Chapter 41 
41:1-57 
1. What is the author of Genesis showing us through Joseph’s interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams?  All of the 
collective wisdom of Egypt is nothing compared to the wisdom of God. 
 
2. What is Pharaoh’s first dream?  Seven fat healthy cows came up out of the Nile and were grazing.  Then 
seven gaunt cows came out of the Nine and ate the fat cows. 
 
3. What was Pharaoh’s second dream?  Seven ears of grain, plump and good, were growing on one stalk and 
then another stalk sprouted with blighted grain.  The second stalk ate the first one. 
 
4. Since the Egyptians cannot interpret the dream, how is the issue resolved?  The butler remembers Joseph and 
recommends to Pharaoh that he be brought in to interpret the dreams. 
 
5. What does Joseph say that the seven fat cows and seven healthy ears of grain represent?  They represent 7 
years of good harvests. 
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6. What do the seven gaunt cows and seven blighted ears of grain represent?  They represent seven years of 
famine. 
 
7. What does Joseph say is the meaning behind the fact that there are two different dreams?  It means that God 
has decided that the seven bountiful years and seven years of famine are definitely going to happen and will 
happen soon.   
 
41:33-36 
8. Having interpreted the dreams, what does Joseph now do?  He counsels Pharaoh as to how to prepare for the 
coming famine. 
 
9.  How is man expected to respond to God’s plans?  God’s plans may be set, but man has to take the initiative 
to plan for the future as best he can. 
 
41:37-45 
10. How does Pharaoh respond to Joseph’s recommendations?  He puts Joseph in charge of all of Egypt to 
organize the storing of grain during the good years in preparation for the years of famine.  He gives Joseph 
absolute power.   
 
11. What are the two religious teachings that come out of the story to this point? 
 

①God is with Joseph and will save Israel from the famine through him. 
   

②Joseph’s dreams in Canaan about his brothers are about to come true. 
12.  What are the names of the two sons born to Joseph in Egypt? 
 

①          Epharaim   & ②          Manasseh 
 
The twelve sons of Jacob/Israel become the chiefs of the 12 Tribes of Israel.  But when the Promised Land is 
settled in the Book of Joshua, only 10 of the tribes are allotted land.  The tribe of Levi are the itinerant priests 
who do not have land since they travel throughout the land performing their priestly duties.  The tribe of Joseph 
is not given land, but land is given to what are called the “half-tribes” of Ephraim and Manasseh so the land 
does get divided 12 ways. 
 
13. What are the Egyptians told by Pharaoh to do and what does St. Josemaría Escrivá tell us to do?  Go to 
Joseph.  Joseph provided bread for the hungry Egyptians and St. Joseph with show us how to approach Jesus. 
 
 
42:1-47:12 
1. Where does this part of the story of Joseph take us?  Its purpose is to get us to the point where Jacob and his 
family migrate to Egypt.   
 
 
2. How many trips to Egypt to Jacob’s sons make to buy grain?  They make two different trips. 
 
3. How do Joseph’s dreams from Genesis 37 come true?  When his brothers come to Egypt from the Land of 
Canaan to buy grain, they bow down to Joseph, not knowing who he is. 
 
4. What is the process that the sons of Jacob go through in their dealing with Joseph in Egypt?  They come to 
confess their sin against Joseph and truly repent of it.   
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5.  What is the proof of the great brotherhood that exists among these half-brothers?  They are ready to become 
slaves instead of abandoning Benjamin, and Judah is ready to give his life for Benjamin. 
 
Chapter 42 
42:1-7 
6.  What are the two aspects of the decision to go to Egypt to find food that Jacob has to confront? 
 

①They can make the trip, which is fraught with danger. 
   

②They can stay in Canaan and die from hunger. 
 
7.  What ironic thing happens in v. 6?  Just as Joseph had dreamed back in chapter 37, his brothers bow down to 
him. 
 
8. Why does Joseph treat his brothers harshly like strangers?  It is to build interest in the story and to prepare the 
brothers for their reunion, once they have repented. 
 
42:8-24 
9. When Joseph’s half brothers show up looking to buy grain, Joseph recognizes them, but they do not 
recognize him.  What does Joseph accuse them of?  He accuses them of being spies. 
 
 
 
 
10. What does Joseph require of the brothers before he will let them return to the land of Canaan?  One of the 
brothers must stay behind and they must bring Benjamin back to Joseph. 
 
11. What do the brothers begin to realize in vv. 21-24?  They realize that they did wrong to Joseph and they 
think that God is now punishing them. 
 
42:25-28 
12.  What is the ruse or trick that Joseph plays on his brothers?  He sends them away with provisions for the 
journey home and has their money that they paid for the grain put back in the sacks of grain that they are 
carrying. 
 
 
13.  How do the brothers interpret this (v. 28)?  Instead of being happy about the good fortune, they are in fear 
that God is intervening somehow to punish them for what they did to Joseph.  
 
14. How does Jacob respond to the report given to him by his sons?  He is angry and sad.  He has lost Simeon 
and Joseph and stands to lose Benjamin as well.  He is definitely not happy with his sons. 
 
 
Chapter 43 
43:1-10 
1.  With their food eaten, Jacob tells his sons to prepare for another journey to Egypt.  What causes them to 
delay in making the trip?  Jacob is hesitant to allow Benjamin to make the trip for fear of losing him as well.   
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2. Who solves the problem and how does he do so?  Judah steps forward and tells Jacob to allow him to be 
responsible for Benjamin.   
 
 
3. Properly speaking, who of the brothers should be stepping forward to take responsibility for getting food for 
the family?  It should be Rueben because he is the eldest. 
 
4. Who takes the initiative, and what does this mean for salvation history?  It is Judah who takes the initiative.  
It is of his tribe that King David and Jesus will come. 
 
 
43:11-14 
5.  What three things does Jacob tell his sons to do as they prepare to return to Egypt in preparation for their 
next meeting with Joseph? 
 

①He tells them to take some gifts with them to present to Joseph. 
   

②They are to take the money to pay for the previous and the present purchases of grain. 
 

③They are to take Benjamin with them. 
 
6.  How does Jacob make peace with sending Benjamin to Egypt?  He entrusts the entire enterprise to God and 
resigns himself to accept God’s will. 
 
 
43:18-23 
7. The brothers are invited to Joseph’s own home (vv. 16-17).  How do they interpret Joseph’s action?  They are 
afraid thinking that Joseph is going to do something to them because their money has been put back in their 
sacks.   
 
8. The brothers speak to Joseph’s steward and explain what happened with their money on the first trip.  What 
does the steward tell them?  He says that God must be favoring them because the steward had received the 
payment from them for the grain. 
 
 
43:26-27 
9.  What is the significance of the story again narrating the brothers bowing down to Joseph?  It goes to further 
prove that Joseph’s dreams are coming true. 
 
 
43:30-31 
10. Joseph provides for a great feast, yet he dines alone, the Egyptian servants of his house dine by themselves, 
and the sons of Jacob eat by themselves.  Why?   For the Egyptians, it would be an abomination to eat with 
foreigners. 
 
 
11. How does Joseph show favor to Benjamin?  When the food is brought out from Joseph’s table for the sons 
of Jacob, Benjamin is allotted 5 times as much as the others. 
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12. What is the great lesson we can learn from Joseph according to Pope St. Gregory the Great?  Joseph shows 
us how to pardon faults, yet punish them mercifully. 
 
Chapter 44 
44:1-34 
1. What is the ruse that Joseph again plays on his half-brothers and Benjamin?  He tells his workers to pack 
their sacks full of grain, to put their money back into their sacks, and to put the silver cup from Joseph’s table 
into Benjamin’s sack.   
 
44:5 
2. What was so special about the silver cup from Joseph’s table?  It had supernatural powers to help its owner 
divine truths. 
 
44:9-17 
3. When Joseph’s servants catch up with the brothers and accuse them of stealing the silver cup, what 
unfortunate promise do the brothers make to them?  They insist that they have not stolen anything; that Joseph’s 
servants search their caravan and if the cup is found whoever has it will be put to death and the rest of them will 
become Joseph’s slaves. 
 
4. How do Joseph’s servants respond to this proposal?  They say that whoever is guilty will become Joseph’s 
slave and the rest will be blameless. 
 
5. How do the brothers react when the cup is found in Joseph’s sack of grain (v. 13)?  They are very distraught 
thinking of how they are going to explain the loss of Benjamin to Jacob. 
 
 
6.  Returning to Joseph’s house, the brothers are at a complete loss to explain what happened.  What are the 
terms that Joseph lays down for them?  The one who stole the cup will remain as a slave, the rest can return 
home. 
7.  Again Judah steps forward and tries to take control of the situation.  What does he tell Joseph and what is his 
counter-offer?  He tells Joseph the whole story of how Jacob lost is beloved son and that losing Benjamin would 
kill him.  Judah offers to remain in Egypt as a slave in Benjamin’s place.   
 
Chapter 45 
45:1-28 
1.  When Joseph first reveals himself to his half-brothers, what is their initial response?  They are dismayed and 
fearful that Joseph will act out of vengeance toward them. 
 
 
2.  What great biblical virtue is on full display between Joseph and his half-brothers?  Forgiveness. 
 
3.  According to Pope St. John Paul the Great, what does forgiveness demonstrate to the world?  It show a love 
that is stronger than sin. 
 
4. What does Joseph tell his half-brothers in vv. 5-8 which probably made it possible for him to forgive them?  
He tells them not to berate themselves for what they did to him; that God sent him to Egypt to save lives. 
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5. Look back on Joseph’s story.  When he was being stripped by his brothers and dumped into the cistern; when 
he was being sold to the Ishmaelites; when he was brought as a slave to Potiphar’s house and then falsely 
accused by his wife and put in jail; when the royal butler forgot about him for two more years, while he was 
suffering all of these things, was he comforted or consoled by thinking it was all part of God’s plan?  What can 
we learn from this?  No doubt, Joseph spent many sleepless nights wondering why all of this misfortune has 
befallen him.  It is only in hindsight that he sees the hand of God at work.  When we are in the middle of a crisis 
we should reflect on this story.  When all appears lost and chaotic, God is still at work. 
 
 
45:7 
6. To what is v. 7 an oblique reference?  It appears to refer to the Exodus from Egypt. 
 
45:10 
7.  What do we know about the Land of Goshen?  It was in the northeast of Egypt on the eastern side of the 
Nile.  It would have been well watered and fit for raising crops and animals. 
 
 
45:14-15 
8. What do Joseph’s gestures show to his half-brothers?  All of the previous evil has been drowned by the love 
he has for his brothers. 
 
9.  How does Pharaoh react to the news that Joseph’s father and family are alive?  He tells them to come down 
to Egypt and settle in the best land, not to worry about their belongings in the Land of Canaan—leave them 
there and they will be given all new stuff when they get to Egypt.   
 
 
10.  How does Jacob react to the news that Joseph is alive and viceroy of Egypt?  At first, he cannot believe it.  
Once it sinks in, he is determined to go to Egypt and see Joseph before he dies. 
 
Chapter 46 
46:1-47:12 
1.  What is the whole purpose (according to God’s plan) of the experience of Joseph?  It is to establish the 
presence of the Israelites in Egypt to set the stage for the Exodus. 
 
 
46:1-5 
2.  God makes His last appearance/communication with the Great Patriarchs when He calls to Jacob in the 
night.  What does He tell Jacob?  God tells him not to be afraid to leave the land of Canaan for Egypt.  God 
Himself will accompany Israel into Egypt only to later take Israel out of there. 
 
46:8-27 is a census of all the family of Jacob that came down to Egypt from Canaan. 
 
46:28-34 
3. Joseph and Jacob have a tearful reunion.  What is the great satisfaction that Jacob has now that all of his sons 
are back together?  He has the satisfaction of knowing that he has accomplished his mission as a Patriarch.    
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4. Why does Joseph instruct his family to identify themselves to Pharaoh as keepers of livestock?  Egyptians 
look down on herdsman and will not associate with them.  This would keep the Israelites from mingling and 
intermarrying with the Egyptians and adopting their pagan and idolatrous ways. 
 
 
Chapter 47  
47:5-12 
1. How does Pharaoh receive the family of Joseph?  He invites them to settle in the land of Goshen.  He asks 
that if there are any capable men that they take charge of Pharaoh’s cattle. 
 
 
2. Now the stage is set for the Exodus.  Israel went down to Egypt as a                family                   and will later 

leave Egypt as a                     people                   . 

 
47:13-26 

3. The famine is still raging.  The people come to Joseph needing more food, but Joseph already has all of their                 

money                      (v. 14) .  So now when they come to Joseph clamoring for more food he tells them 

to give him their                livestock                 (vv 16-17).  The following year the people come to Joseph for 

more food and offer                their land and their lives                    in exchange (v. 19).  This has the effect of 

making all of Egypt indentured servants to Pharaoh.  They still keep their animals and land, but it belongs to 

Pharaoh. 

 

4. What do the Egyptians think about this arrangement (v. 25)?  They are OK with it because Pharaoh saved 
them from starvation. 
                       .  

 

 

47:27-31 
5.  What does Jacob make Joseph swear to him on his deathbed?  He makes Joseph swear that he will bury 
Jacob back in the land of Canaan in the ancestral burial ground that Abraham had purchased.   
 
 
Chapter 48 
48:1-22 
1.  Back in chapter 41, question 12 on page 76 of these notes we saw how the Half-Tribes of Ephraim and 
Manasseh figure into the 12 Tribes of Israel.  What does this story explain to us?  It explains where the two 
half-tribes come from and why Ephraim is the stronger tribe even though Manasseh was born first.   
 
 
48:5-6 
2.  What does it mean when Jacob says, “Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine as Reuben and Simeon are.”?  
It means he is putting Ephraim and Manasseh on the same level as his two eldest sons. 
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3. Joseph has many other children who are not adopted as sons of Jacob.  Why are they mentioned?  Only to 
show that Joseph was blessed with a large family. 
 
48:12-20 
4. What is the significance of Ephraim and Manasseh sitting on Jacob’s knees/lap?  It was an ancient adoption 
ritual.  At the birth of a child, the newborn would be received on the father’s lap as a sign that he recognized the 
child as his legitimate offspring and was received into the family.  The adoption ritual was similar.  The father 
would receive the adopted child, regardless of age, on his lap as a sign that the child was now a member of the 
family. 
 
 
5. What odd thing happens as Jacob reaches out to bless his grandsons?  Joseph positions them so that 
Manasseh, the eldest will be blessed by Jacob’s right hand and thus receive the greater blessing.  But Jacob 
crosses his arms and bestows the greater blessing on Ephraim.  For this reason, Ephraim will later become the 
stronger tribe.  
 
48:15 
6. For the first time in the Bible, how is God referred to in Jacob’s final blessing?  He is referred to as a 
shepherd as He will be again in Psalm 23. 
 
 
7. What other pious devotion does Jacob call to mind when he mentions the angel who redeemed him from all 
evil?  It calls to mind our guardian angels who remind God of the good that we did during our judgment and in 
the face of Satan’s accusations will present the intimations of our heart of good things that we forgot and other 
proofs of our love for God. 
 
Chapter 49  
49:1-28 
1. This passage is often referred to as Jacob’s final blessing on his sons, but it might more properly be thought f 
as what?  It looks more like a series of prophetic oracles about the history of each tribe. 
 
 
2.  Why does the tribe of Judah enjoy a kind of pride of place?  It is from the Tribe of Judah that King David 
and Jesus arise. 
 
49:3-4 
3.  Why does Reuben as the eldest not receive the more magnanimous blessing?  He forfeited it when he had 
sex with Jacob’s concubine. 
 
49:5-7 
4.  What happens to the Tribes of Simeon and Levi?  Simeon gets absorbed by Judah.  In Exodus 32, the Levites 
become the priestly class so they do not receive any land.  Both of the tribes are cursed because they are so 
violent. 
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49:8-12 
5. Remember that chapter 49 is more properly understood as Jacob uttering prophetic oracles about the various 
tribes that his sons will lead.  So far (vv. 1-8), which tribes have lost their primacy because of their sin? 
 

①                    Reuben 
   

②                    Simeon 
 

③                    Levi  
 
6. Which tribe is now moved to the front?               Judah                 
 
7. What are the two noble traits that are ascribed to this tribe? 
 

①Strength (the strength of a lion). 
   

②Royalty.  Judah will hold a royal scepter. 
 
8. Who are the two great men whose coming is prophesied by Jacob in v. 10? 
 

①                    Kind David  &    ②                    Jesus 
 
9.  How do some Church Fathers interpret v. 11?  It looks like a prophecy of the Passion of Jesus. 
 
49:13 
10. Where did the tribe of Zebulun settle?  It settled on the coast near Sidon (Phoenicia). 
 
49:14-15 
11. To what does the “force labor” in v. 15 refer?  The Issacarites were a vassal to the Canaanites for a time 
because they preferred to work for them as shepherds in the hill country. 
 
12. What does it mean to refer to Issachar as “a strong ass crouching between the sheepfolds”?  It means that 
Issachar is strong and faithful in its work.   
 
 
13. How is it that some Church Fathers see the tribe of Issachar prefiguring Jesus?  Issachar means 
“recompense” and since Christ is our recompense through Him we merit the hope of eternal life through faith 
and devotion 
 
 
 
49:16-21 
14. “Dan” in Hebrew means “to judge” or “justice.”  The name Daniel means “God (El) judges” or “Justice of 
God.  What is to be Dan’s role in Israel?  He will judge his people. 
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15. What do the following names mean from the Genesis text and how have the Church fathers interpreted 
them? 
 
   Genesis text    Church Fathers’ interpretation 
 
 Gad  Gad shall raid the raiders  Christ and His Passion 
 
 Asher  Abundance of food/bread  Christ in the Eucharist 
 
 Naphtali Beautiful offspring   Christ preaching the Gospel 
 
 
 
49:22-26 
16. For what two reasons is so much said about Joseph? 
 

①He has been the central figure of the last 13 chapters of Genesis.  He is a central figure of the Old      
     Testament. 

   
②His sons Ephraim and Manasseh will occupy the central part of Palestine. 

 
49:27 
17. Where will we read more about the warlike character of the Tribe of Benjamin?  In the Book of Judges. 
 
49:29-32 
18. Where does Jacob insist that he be buried?  He wants to be buried in the ancestral tomb that Abraham 
bought from Ephron the Hittite where Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’s wife Leah are all buried. 
 
Chapter 50 
50:1-14 
19. What arrangements does Joseph make for Jacob’s funeral?  Why would this be necessary?  He has his 
physicians mummify Jacob.  It would be necessary to preserve his body for the trip back to its final burial in the 
land of Canaan.   
 
 Vv. 1-14 are interesting in that they contain a level of detail about the funeral arrangements for Jacob that is 
usually not found in Scripture. 
 
 
50:15-21 
20. Joseph’s half-brothers are still worried that he might still have plans to wreak vengeance upon them for 
what they did.  This would be a reasonable fear since it would be a natural human reaction and Joseph is the 
second most powerful man on earth.  It would be nothing for him to order the deaths of all of his half-brothers.  
What is the lie they concoct to try to defend themselves?  They tell Joseph that Jacob had requested that he 
forgive his half-brothers and take no further action against them.  Jacob never said any such thing. 
 
 
21. How does Joseph respond to this and why (vv. 19-20)?   He tells them not to fear.  They did evil because 
they are human, but God meant it for good so that countless souls would not starve to death.   
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22. So Genesis ends with the Israelites living in Egypt, away from the land that God promised Abraham.  For 
what does this set the stage?  It leaves the way open for God’s decisive intervention in getting the Israelites out 
of Egypt in the Book of Exodus. 
 
50:22-26 
23. How does God further bless Joseph?  He lives to see his great grandchildren. 
 
24. What does Joseph prophesy in v. 25 and what does he require of the Israelites (look ahead to Exodus 
13:19)?  He prophesies that God will lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  When He does so, Joseph insists that the 
Israelites take his bones with them. 
 
 
25. What is the ultimate fate of Joseph’s body after he dies?  He is mummified and placed in a coffin in Egypt. 
 
 
 

The End 


